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challenged,  that  those  of  us  who  yet  live  might 
embrace  LIBERTY  as  our  heritage. 
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The  Second  Military  Railway  Service  was  activated  on  28  December  1943  at 
Camp  Plauche,  Louisiana,  with  Colonel  Clarence  L.  Burpee  assuming  duties  as  Com- 
manding Officer  and  General  Manager.  Cadre  and  enlisted  personnel  were  assig- 
ned from  existing  units  in  Camp  Plauche. 

During  the  month  of  January,  certain  phases  of  basic  training  were  given  our 
newly  activated  organization  including  a  seven-day  period  beginning  2  January  1944 
at  Slidell  Rifle  Range,  La.,  and  inspections  and  physical  examinations  by  camp  of- 
ficials to  ascertain  fitness  for  overseas  duty. 

In  February  attention  was  focused  on  the  movement  of  the  unit  to  the  New  York 
Port  of  Embarkation.  We  were  formally  alerted  on  5  February  1944  and  inspections 
were  conducted  on  basic  training,  clothing  and  equipment.  On  14  February  1944  at 
0945  C.W.T  the  process  of  entraining  was  completed  in  troop  sleepers  and  depar- 
ture from  Camp  Plauche  was  made  at  1000  C.W.T.,  14  February.  The  trip  afforded 
our  unit  the  first  experience  of  mess  provided  by  its  full  complement  of  cooks  Two 
stops,  one  at  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  were  utilized  for  exercises  and 
short  hikes.  The  arrival  and  detainment  at  Camp  Kilmer,  N.,  J.,  was  at  1030  E  W  T 
on  16  February  1944.  Weather  on  departure  at  Camp  Plauche"  was  rainy  and  upon 
arrival  at  Camp  Kilmer,  clear  with  a  light  snow  on  the  ground. 

Upon  arrival  at  Camp  Kilmer  we  were  quartered  in  barracks  and  processing  wa- 
initiated  and  completed  in  record  time  by  17  February  1944.  On  18  February  par- 
tial pay  was  granted  the  enlisted  personnel  and  12  hour  passes  were  given.  On 
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21  February  we  were  assigned  new  quarters  and  on  the  24th  the  alert  was  establish- 
ed and  final  physical  examinations  were  given.  The  25th  of  February  at  0915  an  ad- 
vance party  departed  from  Camp  Kilmer  for  the  port  and  at  1230  hours  boarded  the 
US  Army  Transport  "  General  George  S.  Simonds  The  main  body  of  the  organi- 
zation formed  at  1900  on  26  February  and  departed  at  1915  from  Camp  Kilmer. 
We  arrived  at  Jersey  City,  NJ.  at  2030  hours  and  boarded  a  ferry  for  the  New  York 
Port  of  Embarkation,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  arriving  at  2200  and  completed  boarding  the 
"  General  George  S.  Simonds  "  at  2330. 

The  ship  left  port  at  0835,  27  February  and  took  her  assigned  place  in  a  convoy 
which  was  forming.  The  weather  was  pleasant  and  the  sea  calm.  The  major  events 
of  the  next  few  days  were  the  issuance  of  a  ship's  newspaper  and  the  seemingly  end- 
less call'to  deck  for  life-boat  drill. 

Six  days  out  with  visions  of  being  close  to  somewhere  at  1700  on  3  March  the 
"  General  Simonds"  was  forced  to  drop  out  of  and  behind  the  convoy  due  to  trouble* 
which  developed  in  the  engine  room.  Repairs  were  effected  that  evening  and  we  re- 
joined the  convoy  on  4  March.  The  empt^  feeling  which  can  only  be  felt  by  leaving 
a  convoy  returned  the  second  time  on  5  March  when  we  reversed  the  compass  and 
scampered  back  toward  the  west  with  our  little  destroyer  escort  zig-zaging  dead 
ahead.  .  A  little  booklet,  "  A  Short  GuideTo  Great  Britain  had  been  distributed  and 
we  were  turning  our  clocks  back  and  wondering  just  where  we  were  going.  The  wea- 
ther became  extremely  rough  on  4  March  and  sleet  and  snow  was  encountered  that 
night.  On  5  March  the  course  was  still  decidedly  west  and  the  decks  were  icy  and 
slippery.  At  1500  a  B-24  bomber  was  sighted  bearing  Canadian  insignia  and  we 
knew  land  could  not  be  far  away. 

Land  was  sighted  at  1225  on  6  March  and  at  2015  the  "General  Simonds" 
docked  at  Argentia  in  the  Placentia  area  of  Newfoundland.  The  Army  post  which 
could  be  seen  from  the  dock  area  turned  out  to  be  Ft.  McAndrew.  During  our 
layover  for  repairs  motion  picture  films  were  exchanged  and  our  entertainers  perform- 
ed for  an  audience  of  2500  persons.  Mail  was  taken  ashore  and  laundry  service  was 
procured  for  all  personnel  aboard.  Two  hikes  were  made  during  our  stay  and  the  sce- 
nery, the  cold  brisk  air  and  snow  (plus  a  touch  of  local  color)  formulated  an  opinion 
that  Ft.  McAndrew  was  a  swell  place  to  stop  off.  Albeit  a  great  desire  to  leave  was 
predominate  among  the  men.  Church  services  on  shore  12  March  were  cancelled  and 
the  men  in  formation  on  the  docks  were  recalled  to  the  ship  —  temporary  quarantine  — 
4  cases  of  mumps  ! 

Last  mail  was  sent  ashore  0930  on  13  March  and  at  1025  the  ship  left  the  pier. 
At  0730  on  14  March  a  convoy  was  sighted  and  thankfully  joined  at  0915.  At  1ulo 
our  destroyer  escort,  which  had  been  our  constant  companion  for  ten  days  ran  down 
through  the  center  of  the  convoy  and  as  they  passed,  bade  us  adieu  over  the  loudspea- 
ker system  with  "  goodbye,  good  luck  and  take  care  of  the  women  ".  The  principle 
focus  of  interest  was  a  converted  merchant  ship  aircraft  carrier  loaded,  including  deck, 
with  U.S.  pursuit  ships,  but  flying  the  flag  of  Great  Britain.  The  convoy  consisted  of 
approximately  28  ships,  mostly  tankers  and  escorts  —  a  valuable  convoy  and  so  thought 
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Jerry.      Shipboard    life    continued    complacently   on    calm    seas    until    18  March. 

At  1000  in  a  heavy  fog  with  visibility  limited,  a  tanker  in  the  second  row  from  our 
starboard  side  was  struck  forward  of  the  bridge  on  her  starboard  side,  without  warn- 
ing, by  a  torpedo.  Many  of  the  personnel  on  board  our  ship  witnessed  the  occurrence 
in  stunned  amazement.  One  moment,  the  tanker  was  sloughing  along  through  the  mist; 
then  suddenly,  without  any  sound  audible  to  us,  she  hesitated  and  a  large  billow  of 
orange-yellow  flame  and  smoke,  like  a  huge  balloon,  seemed  to  rise  from  her  forward 
hold  to  a  height  of  several  hundred  feet.  She  rose  in  the  air  at  her  bow,  then  dipped 
her  nose  under  the  sea  and  like  a  moving  picture  seemed  on  the  verge  of  an  imme- 
diate dive  to  Davey  Jone's  locker.  Her  headway  was  immediately  lost  and  as  the  con- 
voy moved  past  we  followed  her  with  our  eyes  and  saw  her  swing  out  of  .control,  broad- 
side to  following  ships.  Two  destroyer  escorts  fell  out  with  her  and  as  she  disappear- 
ed in  the  mist  of  the  horizon,  we  thought  of  the  men  on  board  and  looked  around  our- 
selves. For  several  hours  our  entire  convoy  shifted  course  every  ten  to  fifteen  minu- 
tes by  whistle  signal.  When  we  were  again  in  the  clear,  word  was  passed  about  that 
the  destroyer  escorts  had  radioed  that  they  had  cornered  the  sub  and  had  rescued  the 
entire  crew  of  the  tanker,  but  that  might  have  been  a  rumor.  The  remainder  of  the  trip 
was  uneventful  and  we  arrived  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  20  March.  At  1026  the  ship 
anchored  at  Gourock,  Scotland  and  shortly  after  lunch  we  were  boarded  by  the  US 
Port  Commander  accompanied  by  British  Major  General  Sir  Harry  Maitland  who 
addressed  us  over  the  loudspeaker  in  orientation  talks. 

Our  unit  debarked  at  1700  on  20  March,  went  by  ferry  to  Greenock,  Scotland 
and  entrained  at  1815,  in  the  first  English  train  most  of  us  had  ever  seen,  leaving  a  de- 
tachment of  men  to  care  for  and  assist  in  moving  the  unit  equipment  to  our  new  station 
A  Red  Cross  Clubmobile  served  coffee,  donuts,  cigarettes  and  chewing  gum.  Depart- 
ure was  at  2140  for  a  destination  which  was  still  a  mystery.  Our  train  halted  at  Cre- 
we, England,  at  0600  on  21  March  and  a  large  lunch  and  coffee  was  served  by  a  local 
service  organization.  At  1250  we  arrived  at  Chadwell  Heath,  a  London  suburb  and 
marched  to  a  new  camp  at  Little  Heath,  arriving  at  1400.  Arrival  was  followed  by  the 
discovery  that  our  Commanding  Officer,  Colonel  Burpee,  had  been  promoted  to  the 
grade  of  Brigadier  General,  effective  24  February  1944. 

At  about  0130  on  22  March,  "Jerry"  prepared  a  welcome  show  for  us,  which 
lasted  about  an  hour.  But  what  a  commonplace  statement,  the  Irish  linen  became 
nothing  but  linen  and  other  things  became  more  important.  Searchlights  filled  the 
skies  and  anti-aircraft  guns  were  firing  all  around  us  -  some  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile-  and  flak,  which  we  discovered  gains  heat  as  it  falls,  was  falling  all  around  us.  Red 
sighting  targets  were  dropped  by  enemy  aircraft,  deep  detonations  indicated  bombs 
striking  at  various  places  and  the  rocket  guns  "  swooshed  "  as  the  searchlight  beams 
spotted  several  planes.    We  were  at  last  in  a  theater  of  operations. 

In  consternation  we  exchanged  our  American  dollars  for  heavy  and  stange  cur- 
rency, cable  facilities  were  arranged  and  the  personnel  set  about  making  many  needed 
improvements  to  the  camp  area  -  a  new  camp  just  released  for  occupancy.  On 
26  March,  1  officer  and  50  enlisted  men  were  detached  to  TC-201  on  a  freight  car 
building  detail  for  technical  training.  April  3-6  incl.,  18  officers  were  detached  to  va- 
rious headquarters  in  England  for  special  work.    On  17  April  a  school  was  started  to 
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bring  the  telegraph  operators  up  to  required  standard  on  standard  keys  and  sounders, 
railway  operating  rules,  operation  of  P.B.X.  equipment  and  instructions  on  Internation- 
al Morse  Code.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  British  technical  school  on  bridging 
and  on  15  April,  2  officers  and  6  enlisted  men  were  dispatched  for  a  three  weeks 
course.  Likewise,  2  officers  and  5  enlisted  men  departed  on  22  April  to  attend  a 
special  course  conducted  by  the  British  on  railway  signalling.  On  18  April  the  Admi- 
nistration Department  assembled  their  enlisted  personnel  and  initiated  training  in  office 
procedure,  typing  and  stenography.  On  19  April  two  additional  officers  were  dispatched 
to  Sudberry  and  Newberry,  England  for  special  work.  On  23  April  our  unit  was  relieved 
from  assignment  to  Hq,  Special  Troops,  ETOUSA  and  assigned  to  Forward  Echelon, 
Communications  Zone.  On  3  May,  1  officer  and  7  enlisted  men  departed  on  detach- 
ed service  to  Advance  Section  Communications  Zone,  Bristol,  England,  for  a  special 
training  assignment. 

Technical  training  was  further  accelerated  on  15  May  with  the  establishment  of  other 
schools  —  one  for  the  Administration  Department  including  the  clerical  staffs  of  all  other 
departments,  one  for  the  Equipment  Department  and  one  for  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment. Classes  for  the  Administration  school  included  procedure  in  administrative  func- 
tions, military  channels  and  military  correspondence,  while  the  Equipment  Department 
conducted  classes  in  drafting  and  reviewed  plans  of  standard  equipment  and  the  Engin- 
eering Department  conducted  classes  in  drafting,  surveying,  mathematics  and  office 
administration. 

A  detail  of  20  enlisted  men  were  placed  on  duty  with  the  Office  Chief  of  Trans- 
portation, ETOUSA,  on  special  assignment  26  May.  One  officer  was  placed  on  de- 
tached service  with  Office  Chief  of  Transportation,  ETOUSA  and  one  officer  was  trans- 
fered  to  the  707th  Railway  Grand  Division.  OtPier  activities  included  four  days  of  bi- 
vouacs and  additional  instruction  in  land  mines  and  booby  traps. 

The  month  of  June  was  marked  by  many  changes  of  interest,  included  the  division 
of  the  unit  into  detachments  for  movement  from  Little  Heath  Camp,  Essex,  England,  to 
concentration  areas  and  marshalling  areas.  The  first  of  June  has  as  its  outstanding 
event  another  "  dry  run  "  execution  of  a  Passive  Air  Defense  Plan  for  defense  of  our 
camp.  On  4  June  a  warning  order  came  that  our  unit  might  move  any  time  after 
10  June  and  on  the  same  date  officers  on  detached  service  were  recalled.  The  Jong 
awaited  day  about  which  there  had  been  so  much  speculation  —  D-Day  —  came  on 
6  June.  We  had  an  idea  something  was  up  since  the  previous  day  our  P.X.  truck  was 
not  permitted  on  the  docks  to  secure  supplies  and  all  night  from  about  midnight  on 
there  was  a  constant  and  mighty  roar  of  airplanes  passing  over  Little  Heath  Camp. 

At  1000,  6  June,  the  personnel  of  our  unit  assembled  in  the  dayroom  to  listen  to 
General  Eisenhower's  speech  which  was  the  official  confirmation  to  an  announcement 
of  the  invasion  made  by  the  German  radio  earlier  in  the  day.  It  began  to  look  as  if 
the  M.R.S.  was  on  the  march  again  and  things  were  humming  on  the  13th  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  departure  of  the  Advance  Detachment  and  Detachment  A.  On  the  mor- 
ning of  the  14th,  6  officers  and  4  enlisted  men  departed  by  truck  convoy  for  Winches- 
ter, England  and  the  following  day  proceeded  to  Southampton,  where  the  detachment 
was  furthur  split  into  two  parties  —  the  first  of  which  boarded  ship  at  about 
2000  hours  and  embarked  for  France  early  the  morning  of  16  June.    On  27  June 
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the    remainder    ot    the    Advance    Detachment    departed    by    plane    for  France. 

On  14  June,  Detachment  A,  consisting  of  12  officers  and  2  enlisted  men  departed 
by  truck  convoy  to  entrain  at  Chadwell  Heath  for  Tidworth,  England,  where  they  par- 
ticipated in  a  training  program  which  included  hikes,  range  firing,  orientation  talks  and 
calisthenics.  Two  officers  joined  the  detachment  at  Tidworth  and  on  the  29th  the 
vehicle  detachment  left  for  the  Southampton  marshalling  area.  This  party  left  England 
30  June  and  arrived  in  France  the  same  day.  The  remainder  of  Detachment  A  left 
Tidworth  on  the  28  th  and  proceeded  to  Southampton  from  which  point  they  embark- 
ed 1  July  and  anchored  in  the  bay  until  the  following  morning  before  sailing. 

June  15th  will  be  a  day  long  remembered  by  the  portion  of  the  organization  remaining 
at  Little  Heath  —  our  first  experience  with  the  German  robot  bombs.  About  2130  the 
air  raid  siren  sounded  an  alert  which  lasted  about  one  hour.  The  all  clear  sounded  and 
fifteen  minutes  later  the  second  alert  was  sounded  and  the  organization  dispersed  under 
"  stand  to  orders  "  with  all  posts  manned.  This  condition  continued  until  0500  the  follow- 
ing morning,  during  which  time  one  flying  bomb  landed  about  one  mile  from  the  camp 
Th  is  was  the  first  of  the  German  robots  and  from  then  on  they  were  daily  and  nightly 
occurrences  as  long  as  we  were  at  Little  Heath  Camp. 

Between  15  and  20  June  three  officers  returned  from  assignments  of  detached  ser- 
vice and  these  officers  with  two  additional  officers  and  sixty-one  enlisted  men  com- 
prised Detachment  B.  On  20  June,  Detachment  B  departed  by  truck  convoy  from  Little 
Heath  to  Chadwell  Heath  where  they  entrained  fbr  Bristol,  England.  When  the  detach- 
ment arrived  at  Bristol  they  were  not  expected  and  it  took  some  time  to  arrange  for  billets, 
finally  obtained  in  South  Side  Woods  Camp  with  the  10  th  Traffic  Regulating  Group. 
On  22  June  the  detachment  left  Bristol  enroute  to  Brock  Barracks,  Reading,  for  a  stay 
of  about  ten  days.  A  training  program  was  set  up,  including  close  order  drill,  hikes, 
a  trip  to  the  rifle  range,  organized  athletics  and  classes  in  French.  On  2  July  the  de- 
tachment moved  to  Southampton  where  they  were  processed  and  on  4  July  embarked 
for  France,  anchoring  in  the  harbor  until  the  following  morning  before  sailing. 

With  the  exception  of  the  usual  air  activity  things  were  rather  quiet  around  Little  Heath 
On  24  J  une,  Detachment  C  had  a  busy  day  in  final  packing.  Two  officers  remained  in  Lon- 
don for  a  few  days  to  close  the  London  Headquarters  as  well  as  Little  Heath  Camp. 
One  officer  and  one  enlisted  man  departed  by  truck  with  organizational  equipment, 
taking  with  them  the  unit  mascot  ETOUSA,a  small  dog  acquired  during  our  stay  in  Eng- 
land. On  the  same  day,  three  officers  and  forty-three  enlisted  men  departed  by  truck 
to  Waterloo  Station,  London  and  from  there  to  Stockbridge,  thence  by  truck  to  North- 
wood  Park,  N.W.  of  Winchester,  England.  On  29  June  General  Burpee  left  London 
Headquarters  and  travelled  by  plane  to  France. 

Detachment  C  moved  by  truck  to  Southampton  the  morning  of  the  5th,  arriving 
in  time  for  the  noon  meal  and  were  quartered  in  tents.  Th£  truck  with  one  officer  and 
enlisted  man  plus  the  organizational  equipment  departed  at  0600  on  7  July,  leaving 
our  mascot  behind  as  he  had  strayed  away  The  remainder  of  the  detachment  moved 
from  camp  shortly  after  1400,  marching  to  the  docks,  boarding  ship  that  evening 
After  moving  out  into  the  harbor,  the  ship  dropped  anchor  remaining  there  until  the 
following  morning  at  which  time  they  sailed  for  France  bringing  to  an  end  our  stay 
in  England  and  opening  a  new  phase  in  our  unit's  activities. 
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When  the  2nd  Military  Railway  Service  arrived  in  France  it  found  that  extens.ve  plans  and 

parations   although  more  detailed  than  necessary  in  some  phases,  worked  to  an  advantage. 
Originally  it  was  assumed  that  the  U.  S.  Army  Engineers  would  have  to  reconstruct  the 

ble  track  from  Cherbourg  to  Lison.    From  there 

the  English  would  build  a  single  track  between 

Lison  and  Mezidon,  and  south  to  Le  Mans.  We 

were  to  extend  a  single  line  from  Lison  to  Folli- 

qny  by  way  of  St.  Lo  and  Coutances,  on  through 

to  Dol,  and  from  Do!  to  Rennes;  there  the  track 

would  split  —  one  line  going  east  to  Laval  and 

Le   Mans   and   the   other   west   into  the  Brittany 

Peninsula   to   Redon   and   Auroy.     This   was  the 

Detailed    planning    loi    the    railroads    up    to  D 

plus  90.    It  was  destined  to  be  far  surpassed. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  was  the  initial  task 

of  the  Second  Military   Railway  Service.    On  D 

.plus  11  the  advance  reconnaissance  party  of  Head- 
quarters landed  at  Omaha,  Beach,  near  Grand 
Camp.  The  party  consisted  of  Lt.  Col.  W.  T 
Elmes,  commanding,  Lt    Col    W.  C    Morris,  Lt. 

■Col.  F.  L.  King,  Maj.  H.  P.  Morgan,  Maj.  B.  W 
Stone,  Capt.  G.  C.  Cross,  T/Sgt.  H.  A.  Coyle, 
Pic's  Ronald  Bolas  and  M.  B.  Milliard,  and  Pvt 
Rae  Craft  They  were  the  first  American  rail- 
road men  to  set  foot  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
in  this  war. 

A  period  of  approximately  a  week  was  spent  in 
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the  vicinity  of  the  beach  heads,  and  frequent  trips  were  made  reconnoitring  the  railroad  be- 
tween Carentan  ana1  isigny.  On  the  24th  a  portion  of  the  group  started  out  for  Cherbourg,  since 
it  was  believed  its  fail  was  imminent.  However,  when  the  party  reached  Valognes  they  were  in- 
formed they  should  stay  there  until  further  ordefs  were  received.  During  the  time  spent  here 
considerable  additional  reconnaissance  of  rail  lines  was  accomplished,  visiting  Montebourg,  St 
Vaast  and  as  far  up  as  Barfleur.  The  greeting  party  at  St.  Vaast  was  such  as  was  frequently  en- 
countered by  early  arrivals  in  French  towns.  The  people  turned  out,  threw  flowers,  and  generally 
gave  the  group  a  royal  "  bienvenu  ".  This  was  one  of  the  towns  that  had  been  by-passed  in  the 
battle  without  damage. 

Meanwhile  another  portion  of  the  advance  party  had  entered  Cherbourg  several  days  after  its 
capture  on  June  26  th.  Railway  Headquarters  was  established  in  Cherbourg  at  10,  rue  de  Bu- 
caille,  and  the  station  was  taken  over  for  train  operations. 

During  the  reconnaissance  period,  one  officer,  Maj.  B.  W.  Stone,  was  wounded  when  an 
88  shell  exploded  next  to  the  jeep  in  which  he  was  riding.    Every  man  in  the  party  was  subject  to 
bombing,  strafing,  and  shelling  by  the  enemy,  and  they  were  frequently  shot  at  by  snipers.  Maj 
Stone  was  the  first  casualty  of  the  Military  Railway  Service  on  the  Continent. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  Brigadier  General  Clarence  L.  Burpee,  Commanding  General  of  the 
Second  Military  Railway  Service,  arrived  in  France  by  plane  from  England  and  joined  his  advance 
detachment  at  Cherbourg.  The  first  main  detachment  of  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service, 
arrived  at  Omaha  Beach  on  2  July  and  proceeded  to  Cherbourg.  They  were  closely  followed  by 
the  second  detachment  on  July  5th,  and  the  third  detachment  on  the  8th.  This  completed  the 
installation  of  the  Headquarters  at  Cherbourg,  France.  Directional  road  signs  pointing  the  way' 
to  the  Headquarters  offices  were  the  first  to  appear  on  the  streets  of  this  French  city. 

Inspection  of  the  railroad  facilities  available  was 'started  immediately.  The  senior  officer  in 
each  department  made  arrangements  for  prompt  action  by  the  forces  available  at  those  points 
where  the  damage  was  greatest  and  the  heed  for  repairs  most  urgent  for  initial  operations.  French 
civilian  labor  was  utilized  extensively  as  the  French  people  returned  to  their  homes.  Former 
employees  of  the-  railroad  system  were  placed  on  duty  wherever  possible  in  their  normal  railroad 
occupation.  Actual  reconstruction  of  the  railroad  right-of-way  was  undertaken  by  the  Engineer 
Corps  as  specified  by  the  Military  Railway  Service. 

A  great  deal  of  useful  rolling  stock  was  captured  on  the  Cherbourg  Peninsula,  including 
1384  wagons,  50  locomotives,  and  1.1  streamlined  passenger  coaches.  Also  found  on  the  peninsula 
were  two  rail  cars,  and  these  were  put  to  immediate  use  by  reconnaissance  parties.  A  large  stock 
of  rail  was  found  stored,  some  of  which  had  been  sent  to  France  during  the  last  war.  Before 
each  piece  of  equipment  was  put  to  use  it  was  examined  for  booby  traps,  checked  f6r  necessary 
repairs,  and  marked  according  to  its  usability. 

During  this  time  personnel  were  also  busily  engaged  in  making  the  Headquarters  operable 
Everyone  got  settled  and  billets  and  offices  were  put  in  order.  An  enviable  mess  was  establish- 
ed, considering  field  conditions.  The  Administrative  Department  was  kept  busy  formulating  pro- 
cedures and  putting  out  directives.  Railway  Operating  Battalions  and  Railway  Grand  Diviisions 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Headquarters  were  arriving  and  billeting  arrangements  had  to  be 
made. 

The  Engineering  Department  was  soon  busy  turning  out  maps  of  rail  facilities  from  information 
brought  in  first-hand  by  their  reconnaissance  parties.  Reproduction  was  made  on  a  captured 
German  printing  machine  using  captured  German  paper.  * 

Offices  of  the  Headquarters  itself  were  in  a  group  of  old  residences,  and  all  furnishings  had 
to  be  obtained  by  searching  the  necessary  articles  out  of  abandoned  German  premises.  Due  to 
the  urgent  need  of  telephone  communication  facilities  and  a  lack  of  standard  Signal  Corps  equip- 
ment, an  old  German  switchboard,  along  with  French  telephones  and  some  field  phones,  were 
pressed  into  use.  Soon  a  good  inter-office  system  was  in  operation,  with  connections  to  Grand 
Divisions  and  Operating  Battalions  in  the  area  and  to  Signal  Corps  neis. 

On  the  17th  of  July  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service  in  France  consisted  of  30  officers, 
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2  warrant  officers,  and  162  enlisted  men,  with  one  officer  attached.  Ineir  headquarters  was  fully 
established,  and  with  the  arrival  of  their  assigned  units,  the  capture  of  rail  lines,  and  the  arrival 
of  supplies  and  materials  from  England,  the  raikoad  operations  were  taking  the  form  of  a  fully 
developed  project 

The  first  scheduled  train  operated  over  a  main  line  in  France  ran  from  Cherbourg  to  Caren- 
tan  on  the  11th  of  July  It  consisted  of  a  French  steam  engine,  a  box  car  placed  immediately  be- 
hind the  engine  to  receive  any  blast  of  a  mine  exploding  on  the  track  —  the  assumption  being  that 
the  engine  would  travel  over  the  mine  in  the  pre-blast  period  and  the  box  car  would  take  the 
explosion  —  and  two  streamlined  passenger  coaches.  The  run  was  50  kilometers  and  .was 
scheduled  for  one  hour  and  forty-five  minutes.  On  July  13  th  a  work  train  was  run  beyond  Carehtan 
to  haul  fifteen  cars  of  captured  cement  fot  use  -  at  Cherbourg.  This  was  the  first  actual  freight* 
hauled  by  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service  in  France.  On  July  17th  a  new  time-table  was 
published  establishing  first-class  passenger  train  service  between  Cherbourg,  Carentan,  and  Lison, 
with  two  round  trips  daily.  On  July  22nd  the  first  troop  train  was  operated,  consisting  of 
1 1  coaches,  and  carrying  the  720th  Railway  Operating  Battalion  from  Cherbourg  to  their  new 
station  at  Lison.  On  the  25th  of  July  the  railroad  made  its  first  general  troop  movement,  carry- 
ing 101  personnel  of  the  290th  General  Hospital  from  Cherbourg  to  Carentan. 

While  train  hauls  were  short  and  light  during  this  period,  due  mainly  to  the  comparatively 
small  area  of  territory  occupied,  much  needed  time  for  preparation  was  thus  afforded.  Addition- 
al trackage  was  being  placed  in  service  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  railway  equipment  was  .being 
received  from  the  United  Kingdom,  classified,  ard  placed  in  readiness  for  the  day  of  the  much 
hoped  for  "  break-through  ".  On  the  29th  of  July  the  first  sea-train  was  unloaded  at  Cherbourg, 
bringing  11  Diesel  engines,  37  gondolas,  10  box  cars,  3  cabooses  (including  General  Burpee's 
office  on  wheels),  and  4  equipment  cars.  From  then  on  equipment  continued  to  pour  in,  in  an 
ever  increasing  flood. 

By  the  end  of  July  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service  could  look  upon  a  small  but  well- 
ordered  'rail  network,  a  supply  of  classified  equipment  ready  for  use,  and  a  record  of  actual  .accom- 
plishment. Two  hundred  thirty-one  freight  trains  had  been  operated,  hauling  a  total  of  31,907 
net  tons  over  the  52  miles  of  single  and  46.3  miles  of  double  track  in  use.  This  was  an  average 
of  1519.36  net  tons  for  each  day  of  operation.  Freight  trains  had  been  run  for  a  total  of  5080.3 
miles,  2792  cars  had  been  used  with  an  average  tonnage  of  5.96  each.  One  hundred  and  two 
passenger  trains  had  been  operated  with  a  total  of  4524  passengers  carried.  This  was  a  good 
record  at  the  time,  but  it  was  soon  to  be  dwarfed. 

The  month  of  August  was  characterized,  for  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service,  by  a  spec- 
tacular expansion  of  territory,  made  possible  by  the  rapid  development  of  the  offensive  launched 
by  the  Allied  Forces.  During  the  month  many  new  Railway  Operating  Battalions  were  received 
at  the  beaches  and  allotted  territories  behind  the  advance. 

The  Port  of  Cherbourg  was  getting  into  full  swing,  and  the  railways  were  being  called  upon 
for  ever  increasing  accomplishments.  The  first  ten  days  of  August  alone  showed  an  increase  in 
operations  over  the  entire  month  of  July.  Two  hundred  eighty-four  freight  trains  were  operated 
for  a  total  of  6748.1  miles,  averaging  214.8  tons  per  train  and  8,322  passengers  were  carried. 

Also  during  August,  the  Headquarters,  Communications  Zone,  arrived  on  the  continent,  and 
the  Headquarters  of  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service  was  moved  into  encampment  at  Valognes 
to  be  near  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Transportation.  This  move  took  place  on  August  13  th,  with 
personnel  being  billeted  in  a  tented  camp  and  the  offices  installed  in  Gl  prefabricated  buildings. 

Here  again  it  was  necessary  to  improvise,  and  the  Headquarters  installed  its  own  phone 
system  between  the  various  offices  and  billets,  using  again  captured  articles.  A  central  mess  was 
in  operation  at  this  camp  and,  relieved  of  their  responsibility  of  feeding  the  hungry  mouths  of 
the  men,  personnel  of  Qompany  Headquarters  busied  themselves  installing  boardwalks  around 
ihe  muddier  spots  of  the  area  and  improving  latrine  and  washing  facilities.  The  Engineering  Dept. 
set  up  its  captured  reproducing  facilities  and  again  went  to  work.    The  Equipment  and  Stores 
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Departments  were  kept  busy  with  men  scattered  at  various  unloading  points  checking  and  dis- 
tributing the  "  thousand-and-one "  articles  of  railway  supplies  which  were  now  arriving  steadily. 

From  Valognes  a  detachment  was  dispatched  to  Rennes  to  make  reconnaissance  of  the  Brit- 
tany Peninsula  lines  and  to  look  over  the  lines  east  toward  Le  Mans  and  Paris,  which  were  already 
being  overrun  by  our  advancing  armies. 

With  the  ever  stretching  rail  lines  real  trouble  was  no.w  developing  from  a  signal  and  com- 
munications standpoint.  Bombs  dropped  along  railway  lines,  allied  shelling,  and  German  demo- 
litions had  destroyed  practically  all  the  railway  communication  system.  As  we  took  each  section 
practically  all  the  wire  was  found  down;  many  poles  had  been  felled,  and  communication  installa- 
tions such  as  switch  boards  and  station  buildings  had  been  destroyed  While  the  reconstruction 
of  the  rail  line  had  progressed  most  expeditiously,  signal  repairs  had  failed  to  keep  pace. 

The  Signal  Corps  usually  strung  one  line  along  the  railway  line.  This  wire  was  hung  on  trees 
and  bushes  along  banks  and  hedgerows.  Many  times  it  was  merely  dropped  on  the  ground  along 
the  nght-c<-way.  Due  to  the  single  line,  many  breakdowns  occurred.  Several  times  the  wire 
was  cut  by  German  sympathizers  or  by  straggling  German  soldiers  caught  in  the  captured  territory 
When  these  breakdowns  occurred  a  courier  in  a  jeep  was  dispatched  from  the  last  point  of  com- 
munication to  the  next  dispatch  point  with  orders. 

This  lack  of  communications  which  was  slowing  the  rail  operations  on  down  through  Batta- 
lion to  crew  levels,  was  also  seriously  hampering  the  Headquarters  in  its  necessary  contact  with 
advance  reconnaissance  parties  and  with  the  various  subordinate  Operating  Battalions  and  Grand 
Divisions.  In  order  to  alleviate  this  condition  arrangements  were  made  to  have  500-watt  radio 
transmitting  and  receiving  units,  mounted  on  6  X  6  army  trucks,  assigned  to  the  Headquarters 
These  sets  were  completey  self-sufficient,  carrying  the.ir  own  power  units  on  two-wheel  trailers 
A  radio  school  was  established  and  operated  by  Headquarters,  Second  Military  Railway  Service 
and  men  were  drawn  from  the  various  Battalions  to  attend  these  classes  and  eventually  man 
the  communication  trucks. 

These  preparations  consumed  the  greater  oart  of  the  month,  but  by  the  31  st  everything  wa- 
rn readiness  and  the  units  were  dispatched,  one  each  to  Cherbourg,  Lison,  Folligny  Rennes 
Le  Mans,  Argentan,  and  Chartres,  with  two  for  Paris  and  one  remaining  at  Valognes  as  the 
Headquarters  unit.  These  units -materially  decreased  the  time  consumed  for  communications  and 
went  a  long  way  toward  knitting  together  the  various  units  under  Headquarters  into  a  coordin- 
ated body. 

During  the  month  ef  August  itself,  however,  while  this  communications  net  was  being  built 
and  prepared,  contact  with  forward  units  had  to  continue.  Many  demonstrations  of  "  Yank  " 
ingenuity  were  made.  Regular  "jeep"  courier  service  between  Headquarters  and  the  various 
battalions  was  established,  with  the  drivers  often  having  to  run  through  territory  just  passed  -  or 
m  some  cases  merely  by-passed  -  by  our  advancing  armies,  and  which  abounded  with  snipers 
he  story  of  the  first  large  group  of  trains  which  ran  east  from  the  Cherbourg  Peninsula  is  high- 
lighted by  many  wild  dashes  across  the  country  by  couriers  in  jeeps,  while  loaded  trains  stood 
waiting  all  along  the  ime,  tied  up  because  of  lack  of  orders. 

The  first  big  test  of  the  Military  Railway  Service,  and  a  demonstration  of  the  importance  of 
the  railway  operations  on  the  continent,  came  when  an  order  for  supplies  from  General  George  S. 
Patton,  Jr.  was  filled,  beginning  August  15th.  At  that  time  General  Patton,  who  was  fighting  in 
the  vicinity  of  Paris,  ordered  gasoline,  rations,  ammunition,  and  medical  supplies  moved  from 
dumps  near  the  beaches  to  a  dump  at  Le  Mans,  where  the  Third  Army  trucks  would  pick  them 
up  and  deliver  them  to  the  fighing  troops.  General  Patton  stated  that  if  the  supplies  were  furnish- 
ed on  time,  he  would  reach  Paris  in  two  weeks.    This  was  the  challenge  to  the  Military  Railway 


The  advance  of  Patton's  Army  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  August  had  been  so  rapid  that 
the  reconstruction  of  the  railroad  had  been  unable  to  keep  pace  with  him.    On  August  the  15th 


the  main  rail  line  from  Folligny  to  Le  Mans  south  through  Rennes  was  useless  on  account  of 
the  great  amount  of  destruction  that  had  occurred  during  the  German  retreat.  On  the  north, 
the  line  from  Folligny  through  Vire  to  Surdon  was  cuf  because  of  the  fighting  in  the  Argentan 
(Falaise  Gap)  area. 

The  Military  Railway  Service  was  faced  with 
the  the  problem  of  getting  these  trains  to  the  Le 
Mans  area  before  the  rail  lines  were  "completely 
operative  It  was  decided  that  since  the  second- 
ary, or  branch  lines,  had  suffered  less  destruction, 
they  would  be  used  until  the  main  lines  were 
ready.  Trains  were  routed  from  Folligny  to  the 
secondary  line  at  Poniaubault.  From  there  they 
ran  to  St.  Hilaire  and  Mayenne,  back  down  to. 
the  main  line  at  La  Chapelle,  and  thence  to 
Le  Mans. 

Railway  Operating  Batallions  and  Railway 
Grand  Divisions  were  quickly  placed  at  advan- 
tageous points  along  the  line,  with  personnel  not 
only  accomplishing  their  railway  duties,  but  acting 
as  RTO  and  way  station  agents  as  well.  A  work 
train  ran  ahead  to  check  the  line  and  the  first 
train  of  supplies  reached  Le  Mans  on  August  15th. 
Groups  of  trains  ran  into  Le  Mans  thereafter  in 
an  ever  increasing  flow.  The  Military  Railway  Ser- 
vice had  kept  its  schedule  with  General  Patton, 
and  he  in  turn  bettered  his.  Paris  was  quickly 
liberated. 

During  the  month  of  August  the  Second  Mili- 
tary Railway  Service  operated  760  freight  trains 
handling  a  total  104,262  net  tons,  with  an  aver- 
age tonnage  per  train  of  137.1.  As  for  the  end 
of  this  month  there  were  794.62  miles  of  single  and  211.25  miles  of  double  track  in  operation,  over 
which  freight  trains  were  operated  for  20,698.7  miles.  Passenger  trains  operated  totalled  149, 
carrying  24,926  passengers.  Twenty-five  hospital  trains  were  handled.  Railway  operations  were 
"  looking-up  ". 

Meanwhile  reconnaissance  parties  of.  the  Military  Railway  Service  pushed  ahead  to  Paris  prac- 
tically side  by  side  with  the  armies.  Trains  had  already  been  operated  to  Chartres.  On  the  30th 
of  August  the  first  American-operated  train  arrived  at  Battignolles  Yard,  Paris,  where  it  was  re- 
ceived by  M.  Le  Nesueray,  President  General  of  the  French  Railways. 

It  now  became  apparent  that  a  more  centralized  location  would  be  necessary  for  the  Head- 
quarters because  of  the  great  distances  involved  to  the  advancing  railheads.  Advance  parties 
were  dispatched  posthaste  to  Paris,  and'  movement  of  the  entire  Headquarters  to  Paris  was  com- 
pleted on  September  9th.  Offices  of  the  Commanding  General,  Transportation  and  Equipment 
Departments  were  established  in  St.  Lazare  Station,  while  the  offices  of  the  Administration,  Engin- 
eering, and  Stores  Departments  were  set  up  in  the  same  building  with  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
Transportation  at  52,  Avenue  des  Champs-Elysees.  The  Motor  Poo!  settled  at  29,  rue  Colisee. 
The  Hotel  Vouillemont,  located  at  15,  rue  Boissy  d'Anglas,  adjoining  the  American  Embassy,  was 
secured  as  billets  for  the  Officers  and. enlisted  men. 

It  was  a  revelation  to  move  into  modern  offices  after  the  very  dark  and  inconvenient  Gl  build- 
ings occupied  at  Valognes.  The  Second  Militarry  Railway  Service  had  thus  far  greatly  surpassed 
the  original  planning.    A  new  era  was  now  opening.  • 
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Up  through  D  plus  90  (September  6,  1944),  the  2nd  MRS  had  made  considerably 
more  progress  than  had  been  called  for  in  the  original  plans  for  the  invasion,  it  being 
estimated  that  by  that  time  the  railways  would  be  operating  as  far  east  as  Le  Mans  on 
a  very  limited  network  of  lines.  Actually,  on  that  date  railways  were  in  operation  to 
Paris  and  were  on  the  verge  of  pushing  east  to  the  German  border  and  northeast  into 
Belgium. 

By  the  end  of  September,  three  railway  lines  of  communication  extended  east 
from  Paris.  On  the  north,  a  line  ran  from  Battignoles  Yards,  Paris  to  Compiegne,  Va- 
lenciennes, and  to  Liege  in  Belgium.  In  the  center  of  the  Communications  Zone,  an 
other  line  ran  from  Paris  to  Soissons  and  connected  to  the  northern  line  at  Charleroi. 
The  southernmost  line  of  communications  from  Paris  ran  east  to  Sezanne  and  Nancy, 
Two  lines  running  roughly  north  and  south  connected  these  three  main  lines."  We  had 
under  our  jurisdiction  in  France,  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  2,011.98  miles  of  single  track 
and  2,776.09  miles  of  double  track  as  of  the  end  of  September. 

During  the  month  of  September  we  moved  approximately  12,000  tons  daily  and 
for  the  entire  month  355,020  tons  of  supplies  were  transported  by  rail  to  the  Armies. 
Equipment  received  on  the  Continent  as  of  the  end  of  September  included  702  loco- 
motives and  11,288  cars,  of  all  types.  Personnel  of  the  Military  Railway  Service  in- 
cluded four  Grand  Divisions,  twelve  Operating  Battalions  and  three  Shop  Battalions 
comprising  a  total  of  472  officers  and  9993  enlisted  men. 

The  period  October,  November  and  December  represented  for  the  2nd  MRS  in 
France  a  period  of  development  in  rail  areas  of  operation,  which  resulted  in  returning 
many  lines  to  the  French.  While  very  little  advance  was  made  in  mileage  during  this 
period,  full  advantage  of  the  time  was  taken  to  consolidate  and  develop  those  lines 


-  69  - 


under  our  jurisdiction,  to  build  and  repair  facilities  for  train  operation,  and  to  improve 
service  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 

The  problem  of  maintenance  and  repair  increased  during  the  latter  part  of  1944. 
initially,  the  lines  which  were  rehabilitated  and  taken  over  for  military  purposes,  went 
through  a  period  of  hasty  reconstruction  and  repair.  Much  of  the  original  reconstruction 
work  was  of  a  temporary  and  semi  permanent  nature.  Consequently,  under  heavy 
traffic,  some  of  the  repaired  roadbeds  and  tracks  laid  over  filled  shell  holes  began  to 
sag  or  go  out  of  line  and  the  problem  of  continuous  and  extensive  work  became  ne- 
cessary. Bridge  repairs  and  reconstruction  constituted  the  major  problem  of  railroad 
rehabilitation  work.  As  of  15  November  approximately  180  damaged  railway  bridges 
had  been  repaired  and  125  rebuilt  in  order  to  restore  railway  lines  to  service. 

Communications,  which  had  been  so  thoroughly  destroyed  by  Allied  bombings  and 
by  the  Germans  during  their  retreat,  had  been  restored  and  by  the  end  of  1944,  we 
had  complete  communications  coverage  throughout  the  areas  occupied  in  France  and 
Belgium  and  teleprint  service  had  been  established  between  Cherbourg,  Paris  and 
Nancy. 

During  the  months  of  November  and  December  three  major  ports  were  opened; 
Le  Havre,  Rouen  and  Antwerp,  which  relieved  the  main  line  of  communication  from 
Cherbourg  to  the  fronts.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  Port  of  Antwerp  would  handle 
most  of  the  tonnage,  therefore,  we  established  an  Advance  Echelon  at  Antwerp,  Bel- 
gium, effective  7  November.  Personnel  consisted  of  8  officers  and  9  enlisted  men  and 
their  mission  was  the  supervision,  planning  and  development  of  the  Port  of  Antwerp  for 
rail  operations. 

Before  the  endxof  December,  the  Germans  had  made  their  mid-December  counter- 
offensive  and  had  driven  into  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  a  distance  of  approximately 
50  miles.  However,  by  the  end  of  December,  the  Allied  Armies  had  gained  the  in- 
itiative and  were  forcing  back  the  German  salient.  Approximately  250  miles  of  rail- 
way track  was  recaptured  by  the  Germans  during  the  offensive  activities  of  Field  Mar- 
shal von  Rundstedt's  troops;  primarily  these  lines  were  lateral  within  the  area  occupied, 
and  none  of  the  major  lines  of  communications  were  affected.  However,  enemy  air 
activity  was  heavy  and  the  2nd  MRS  units  in  the  forward  areas  were  strafed  and  bomb- 
ed many  times.  Damage  was  especially  heavy  in  the  Liege  and  Antwerp  areas  due 
to  flying  bombs.  German  planes  bombed  Gare  St  Lazare,  Paris  (our  Headquarters) 
during  the  night  of  26  December,  causing  considerable  damage  to  the  station,  tracks, 
equipment  and  personnel.    Several  hospital  trains  were  damaged. 

The  end  of  1944  found  our  lines  of  communications  extending  from  Normandy 
through  Paris  to  Aachen,  Germany  and  into  Belgium,  Luxembourg  to  the  German 
border.  During  December  we  operated  3,136  trains  carrying  98,643  loads  with  a  net 
tonnage  of  1,308,937.  A  peak  tonnage  was  reached  on  15  December  when  50,784 
tons  were  handled.  By  31  December  we  had  received  on  the  Continent  1523  loco- 
motives and  19,383  freight  cars  of  all  types.  Military  Railway  Service  personnel 
reached  17,500  made  up  of  some  750  officers  and  16,750  enlisted  men,  engaged  in 
forwarding  supplies  to  the  front  by  rail. 

We  celebrated  our  first  activation  anniversary  three  days  early  with  a  Christmas 
Party  held  on  Christmas  Day.  Thirty  French  orphans  were  feted  to  Christmas  dinner 
at  the  party  and  they  were  presented  with  gifts  of  toys  and  candy,  the  latter  being  con- 
tributed from  our  rations.  The  gifts  were  arrayed  on  a  Christmas  tree.  Everybody 
had  a  swell  time  and  seeing  those  little  orphans  happy  made  us  forget  the  war  for  a 
-few  hours. 
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We  closed  a  most  successful  year...  knowing  that  we  were  performing  our  mis- 
sion in  an  exemplary  manner. 

We  began  the  new  year  —  1945  —  under  conditions  of  uncertainty  due  to  the  Ger- 
man break-through  and  progress  of  the  drive.  While  units  in  the  forward  areas  were 
alerted  for  movement  should  it  become  necessary,  it  was  possible  for  all  units  to  remain 
in  the  locations  previously  assigned  and  to  continue  to  function  in  their  missions  of 
moving  supplies  to  the  Armies,  and  in  some  instances  evacuating  supplies  and  equip- 
ment in  areas  threatened.  By  the  middle  of  January  the  drive  had  been  stemmed  and 
operations  began  to  take  on  an  appearance  of  normalcy  with  the  exception  of  continu- 
ed attacks  by  flying  bombs,  particularly  in  the  Antwerp  and  Liege  areas,  and  strafing 
at  other  points. 

The  "  Toot  Sweet  Express  "  consisting  of  high  priorty  items  for  the  Armies,  made 
its  initial  run  on  22  January  from  Cherbourg  to  the  forward  areas  in  36  hours.  Pass- 
enger service  was  established  during  January  between  Paris  and  Brussels,  Southern 
Line  of  Communication,  Rennes,  Le  Havre,,  Nancy  and  Cherbourg. 

New  highs  were  reached  during  January.  We  operated  3,440  trains  carrying 
106,148  loads  for  a  net  tonnage  of  1,418,576.  During  the  month  1,190  locomotives 
were  given  heavy  and  light  repairs  and  returned  to  service  while  6,128  freight  cars  of 
all  types  were  repaired  and  placed  in  service. 

As  of  the  end  of  January  the  2nd  Military  Railway  Service  consisted  of  approxi- 
mately 19,000  men  and  included  five  Grand  Divisions,  eighteen  Operating  Battalions, 
four  Shop  Battalions,  five  Railway  Workshops  (Mobile)  and  ten  Hospital  Train  Main- 
tenance Units. 

It  became  apparent  during  the  first  part  of  February  that  the  proper  place  for 
our  Headquarters  was  nearer  to  the  front  in  order  that  closer  supervision  might  be 
exercised  over  operations  in  the  immediate  Army  Areas.  The  development  of  the  Port 
of  Antwerp  had  reduced  the  value  of  the  previously  vital  supply  lines  from  Normandy. 
It  was  anticipated  that  the  lines  west  of  Paris  would  be  returned  to  the  French  during 
March  in  order  to  make  more  personnel  available  for  operations  behind  the  Armies  as 
rapidly  as  advances  were  made.  Therefore,  arrangements  were  made  to  close  our 
Paris  Headquarters  on  25  February.  Headquarters  were  reopened  on  26  February,  in 
the  SNCB  building,  adjoining  Gare  du  Midi,  Brussels,  Belgium.  The  Advance  Eche- 
lon, sent  to  Belgium  in  November  was  absorbed. 

February  was  the  peak  month  to  date  in  amount  of  tonnage  handled.  The  number 
of  trains  handled  rose  to  6,243  as  compared  with  3,440  in  January.  In  the  28  days 
of  operation  this  month,  181,677  loads  making  2,632,999  tons  were  carried  a  total  of 
326,616,314  net  ton  miles.  The  peak  day  for  tonnage  was  on  25  February  when 
127,703  tons  were  hauled  a  total  of  14,925,427  net  ton  miles.  During  the  month 
we  operated  179  Hospital  and  175  Troop  trains.  At  the  end  of  February  we  had 
under  our  jurisdiction  4,451.56  miles  of  track. 

Practically  all  of  our  equipment  had  been  ferried  over  from  England  and  as  of  the 
end  of  February  consisted  of  1,190  steam,  117  Diesel  locomotives  and  19,989  "  Gl  " 
freight  cars. 

During  February  1,274  locomotives  were  given  heavy  and  light  repairs  and  return- 
ed to  service,  and  9,120  freight  cars  of  all  types  were  repaired  and  placed  in  service. 

Up  to  the  end  of  February,  the  2nd  MRS  had  furnished  a  total  of  356  enlisted  men 
to  the  Ground  Forces  for  infantry  training,  including  8  from  our  own  Headquarters. 
The  total  strength  of  the  2nd  MRS  was  now  801  officers,  28  warrant  officers  and  18,178 
enlisted  men. 
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Brussels,  Belgium  in  February  1945  was  a  capitol  city  of  a  nation  just  emerging  from  the  im- 
prisonment of  four  years  of  German  occupation.  It  was  a  city  of  total  darkness  by  night  slumbering 
fitfully  under  the  threat  of  possible  enemy  air  attack.  It  lay  beneath  a  European  sky  that  reverber- 
ated with  the  drone  of  engines  driving  planes  to  targets  of  war  and  at  times  this  same  sky  was  criss- 
crossed and  laced  into  fantastic  patterns  of  light  and  shadow  by  searchlights  that  fingered  and 
probed  across  the  heavens.  Brussels  was  a  city  lying  beneath  the  aerial  highway  traversed  by 
robot  instruments  and  it  was  a  city  that  pulsed  with  the  movement  of  men  and  materiel  destined 
for  the  fighting  fronts.  It  was  a  nerve  center  in  the  Allied  transportation  and  communications 
system. 

When  the  Allied  armies  smashed  north  and  east  out  of  France  reaching  the  German  border 
at  some  points  and  rolling  the  German  armies  back  against  the  last  stand  defenses  of  the  Third 
Reich  at  others,  Brussels  became  more  important  than  Paris  as  a  site  of  operations  for  the 
Second  MRS.  As  a  principal  rail  hub  in  the  northern  zone  of  operations  as  well  as  the  most 
centrally  located  city  of  consequence  in  the  territory  supervised  by  the  Second  MRS,  it  was  inevit- 
able that  Headquarters  be  established  in  Brussels.  Thus  it  was  that  on  26  February  1945  the 
Second  Military  Railway  Service  moved  to  Belgium  in  order  to  facilitate  the  supervision  of  its 
assigned  railway  operations. 

On  the  Avenue  Fonsny  just  a  short  distance  from  the  Gare  du  Midi,  in  a  building  belonging 
to  the  SNCB,  the  new  Headquarters  were  set  up.  A  motor  pool  was  established  in  a  garage  locat- 
ed at  51 ,  Vieux  Marche  aux  Grains  in  the  heart  of  downtown  Brussels  and  the  restaurant  "  Auto- 
matique  Midi  "  became  the  organization's  mess  hall.  Billets  for  enlisted  personnel  were  located 
in  the  Ecole  Communale  which  stood  on  the  Boulevard  du  Midi  almost  directly  across  from  the 
Midi  Station. 

The  beginning  of  operations  from  Belgium  involved  more  than  a  simple  change  in  the  location 
of  Headquarters,  however.  Just  as  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man,  the  progress  of  a  war  does  not 
relax  its  tempo  and  wait  upon  those  who  are  engaged  in  its  prosecution.  And  so  it  was  that  the 
process  of  settling  down  in  new  surroundings  was  a  small  part  in  the  task  that  faced  the  Second 
MRS  when  it  picked  up  the  threads  of  operation  in  Belgium. 

-  10o 


Day  by  day  after  the  move  from  Paris  had  been  completed,  new  territories  wrested  from  the  Ger- 
mans had  to  be  surveyed;  captured  equipment  inventoried;  and  operating  and  shop  units  shifted 
into  a  new  strategic  operating  pattern  coinciding  with  military  requirements  that  arose  as  the 
drive  into  Germany  gained  momentum.  Territories  had  to  be  mapped  and  re-mapped  as  the  for- 
.unes  ot  military  success  increased  in  favor  of  Allied  arms.  Communications  as  well  as  courier 
contact  had  to  be  instituted  and  constantly  changed  to  facilitate  and  integrate  the  final  and  decisive 
supply  c  Derations  that  lay  ahead  in  Germany.  Greater  speed  and  efficiency  than  ever  before  re- 
quired ✓as  necessary  in  every  phase  of  planning  and  operations  in  order  to  maintain  rail  move- 
ments to  forward  railheads  that  leap-frogged  ahead  on  the  heels  of  the  smashing  drive  aimed  at 
the  heart  ot  Germany. 

The  magnitude  of  railway  activities  in  the  final  phase  of  military  operations  prior  to  V-E  Day 
is  revealed  partially  in  the  following  statistical  resume.  From  the  time  the  Second  Military  Railway  Ser- 
vice undertook  control  of  operations  in  its  Brussels  Headquarters  up  to  V-E  Day,  a  total  of  twenty 
thousand  trams  were  moved  from  coastal  ports  to  supply  railheads.  The  movement  of  this  traffic 
involved  the  tra nsportation  of  642,684  loads  totaling  9.041,466  tons  of  supplies  and  equipment  for 
a  distance  of  1  259,129,957  ton  miles.  During  this  period,  moreover,  1,240  trains  including  hos- 
pital, prisoner,  displaced  persons  and  troop  trains  were  handled.  And  in  one  month  alone  6  Toot 
bweet  txpress  trams  carrying  top  priority  freight  and  supplies  were  rushed  to  forward  areas  to  meet 
emergency  needs  for  special  supplies. 

Impressive  as  these  figures  are,  they  tell  nothing  of  the  individual  efforts  and  human  toil  that 
was  expended  in  planning  and  directing  the  operations  that  accounted  for  this  immense  activity 
record  For  every  train  moved,  for  every  ton  mile  traversed  by  Second  MRS  trains  there  was  al- 
ways the  labor  and  sacrifice  of  military  railroaders  -  often  unsung  but  nonetheless  the  sole  and 
ind.spens.ble  force  behind  the  attainments  of  the  military  railway  service.  From  the  overall  plan- 
ning born  of  the  conferences  between  General  Burpee  and  his  staff  of  railroad  specialists  to  the 
tangible  expression  of  these  plans  in  departmental  activities  and  finally  in  the  execution  of  these 
plans  in  the  field  came  the  driving  force  that  moved  trains  on  time  carrying  sufficient  quantities  of 
materiel  to  the  armies  to  sustain  their  successes  in  eliminating  the  power  of  German  military  might. 

Ihus,  who  can  say  that  the  draftsman's  profile  of  grade  representing  a  section  of  main  line  in 
Germany  was  not  a  part  in  the  magnificent  record  of  operations  of  the  Second  Military  Railway 
berv.ce.  Who  can  say  that  the  security  of  supplies  was  not  essential  or  that  the  vigilance  over 
power  and  rolling  stock  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Equipment  Department  was  not  important 
From  I  ransportation  engineering,  Stores  and  Administration  came  individual  and  collective  con- 
tributions trom  which  the  final  results  were  forged  and  every  man  in  these  departments  irrespect- 
T  Mira,m9D°^  i°Von,ributed  to  the  final  result.  This  perhaps  is  one  of  the  things  that  sets 
the  Military  Railway  Service  apart  from  other  branches  of  the  army  -  the  whole  process  of  move- 
ment and  supply  by  rail  transportation  is  one  in  which  teamwork  and  coordinated  effort  is  fun- 
damental to  success.  No  one  man  strikes  forth  alone  gathering  unto  himself  fetes  of  individual 
heroics  Kather  all  men  work  together  toward  a  single  purpose  and  when  the  job  is  done  all 
share  alike  in  the  credit  and  satisfaction  that  comes  from  having  done  a  thing  well, 
c  i  Mjy'i  sands,of  time  had  run  their  course  against  the  German  army.  Swept  first  from  their 
biegtr.ed  defenses  and  thence  across  the  Rhine,  the  military  strength  and  organization  of  Germany 
began  to  disintegrate.  Then  the  Rhine  itself  was  breached  and  the  German  legions  went  reeling 
oack  toward  the  heart  of  Germany.  Knifed  from,  the  east  by  the  irresistable  Russian  advances 
and  rocked  trom  the  west  by  Allied  pressure,  Germany  was  cut  into  a  patchwork  of  pockets  that  be- 
came the  last  cells  of  German  resistance.  Then,  almost  as  suddenly  as  it  had  begun,  the  war  in 
Europe  was  over. 

News  of  V-E  Day  swept  through  Brussels  like  an  epidemic.  It  roused  the  population  to  exhu- 
berant  ga.ty.  Four  years  of  German  subjugation  fell  away  and  Brussels,  like  the  rest  of  Europe  doff- 
ed its  shrouds.  Up  and  down  the  streets  there  ran  an  unmistakable  undercurrent  of  gratitude  that 
skipped  from  one  person  to  another  leaving  unrestrained  hilarity  in  its  wake.  The  day  that  ail  Eu- 
rope had  waited  and  longed  for  had  come. 

Meanwhile  in  spite  of  the  inevitable  sense  of  satisfaction  over  the  news  of  victory  military  establish- 
ments took  the  V-E  Day  celebration  in  stride  for  there  was  yet  another  war  to  be  won.  In  this  the 
becond  Military  Railway  Service  was  no  exception.  There  could  be  no  resting  upon  the  laurels 
of  turopean  achievements  on  V-E  Day.  The  necessity  for  rail  transportation  in  the  redeployment 
ot  troops  and  the  transfer  of  supplies  to  ports  for  shipment  to  the  Pacific  had  to  be  served  and 
until  the  transfer  of  men  and  supplies  could  be  completed  and  all  rail  line  turned  back  to  civil  con- 
trol the  mission  of  military  railroaders  could  not  be  considered  fulfilled.  Thus,  military  railway 
operations  after  V-E  Day  continued  and  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service  remained  on  the  job 

Nevertheless  on  V-E  Day  the  Second  Military  Railway  Service,  despite  its  youth  as  a  military 
establishment  in  the  European  Theater,  could  claim  a  worthy  record  as  its  tradition.  The  organiz- 
ation had  come  to  the  continent  to  railroad  and  move  supplies.  It  had  done  this  and  in  the  doing 
ot  it  had  compiled  a  record  for  efficiency  and  dependability.  Those  who  participated  and  served 
so  ta.thfully  m  the  months  that  stretched  from  Cherbourg  and  Valognes  to  Brussels  can  take  pride 
in  their  achievements.    The  Second  Military  Railway  Service  served,  and  served  well 
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Gliders  that  carried  the 
Airborne    troops  across 
the  Rhine  River. 

3  April  1945. 


The  Wesel  Railroad  bridge 
over  the  Rhine, 
started  ?Q  Mc-c:  1945. 
ccrrple'.ed  8  April  1945. 
10  DAYS  TO  BUILD. 
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AWARDS    AND  DECORATIONS 


ARCHIBALD  BLACK 
GEORGE  FALSON 


GENERAL  C-L  BURPEE 
GENERAL  C.-L.  BURPEE 

GENERAL  C.-L.  BURPEE 
PETER  V.  DECKER 
GEORGE  N.  SLADE 
EVERETT  W.  HARGRAVE 
GEORGE  J.  MULICK 

WILLIAM  T.  ELMES 

EVERETTE  H.  OUALLS 
GERALD  E.  GRAVES 
McELREE  B.  HILLIARD 
GEORGE  R.  MORGANFELD 
EARL  K.  STICE 

■ 

JAMES  A.  FISHER 

CHARLES  E.  PHILLIPS 

WILLIAM  H.  DERR 

(deceased) 
GEORGE  FALSON 

i 

2nd  M.  R.  S. 


NATURALIZATION 

In  the  American  Embassy  Library,  on  5  January  1945,  the  oath  of  naturalization 
was  administered  to  Archibald  Black  by  Cyrus  B.  Follmer,  American  Vice  Consul,  in 
the  presence  of  Curtis  D.  Buford,  Charles  L.  Hand,  Chester  L.  Minter  and  Charles 
H.  Smiley.  Black  thereby  became  the  third  man  to  be  naturalized  in  Europe  after 
American  Forces  landed  on  the  continent  in  World  War  II.  Four  days  later,  on 
9  January,  in  the  48th  U.S.  General  Hospital  in  Paris,  George  Falson  was  naturalized. 
Witnesses  at  the  second  ceremony  included  those  already  mentioned  as  well  as 
E.H.  Quails  end  William  R.  Simone. 

LEGION  OF  MERIT 

Awarded  31  July  1943  for  exceptionally  meritorious  service  in  the  performance 
of  outstanding  service  in  North  Africa  from  November  1942  to  March  1943. 

OAK  LEAF  CLUSTER  TO  LEGION  OF  MERIT 

Awarded  12  March  1944  for  exceptionally  meritorious  ^service  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  duty  of  great  responsibility  in  Italy  from  9  September  1943  to  2  Octo- 
ber 1943. 

BRONZE  STAR 

Awarded  20  February  1945,  by  Major  General  FRANK  S.  ROSS,  in  the  Paris 
Area  for  meritorious  service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations  during  the 
period  August  1944  to  November  1944  in  France. 

Awarded  4  March  1945,  by  GO  26,  Hq,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations  during  the  period  14  July  1944  to 
15  September  1944  in  France. 

Awarded  16  May  1945  by  GO  79,  Hq,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations  as  Gen.  Supt.,  Trans.  Dept.,  Second 
Mil  Ry  Sv,  during  the  period  13  July  1944  to  1  January  1945. 

Awarded  17  May  1945,  by  GO  81,  Hq,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations  as  Superintendent  of  Car  Service,  Hqs 
2nd  MRS,  during  the  period  20  March  1944  to  1  January  1945. 

Awarded  17  May  1945,  by  GO  81,  Hq,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations,  as  Asst.  Gen.  Mgr.,  2nd  MRS,  and 
Member  of  Advisory  Board  and  later  Advance  Party,  2nd  MRS,  during  the  period 
20  March  1944  to  1  November  1944. 

Awarded  19  May  1945,.  by  GO  83,  HQ,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations,  as  Asst.  Gen.,  Mgr.,  Engr.  Dept., 
2nd  MRS,  and  Member  of  Advisory  Board,  Office  of  Chief  of  Transportation, 
ETOUSA,  and  Advance  Party  2nd  MRS  during  the  period  20  March  1944  to  16  No- 
vember 1944. 

Awarded  19  May  1945,  by  GO  83,  Hq,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations,  as  Executive  Officer,  Ry  Hq,  2nd 
MRS,  ETO,  during  the  period  20  March  1944  to  1  March  1945. 

Awarded  21  April  1945,  by  GO  61,  HO,  Com,  Z,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations,  as  Night  Chief  Report  Clerk  during 
the  period  5  Oct.  1944  to  1  Dec.  1944.  * 

Awarded  21  April  1945,  by  GO  61,  Hq,  Com  Z,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious  service 
in  connection  with  Military  Operations,  as  a  driver  for  Advance  Party,  2nd  MRS, 
during  the  period  16  June  1944  to  15  July  1944. 

Awarded  21  April  1945,  by  GO  61,  Hq,  Com  Z,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations  as  Clerk-general  during  period  28  Au- 
gust 1944  to  15  October  1944. 

Awarded  21  April  1945,  by  GO  61,  Hq,  Comzone,  ETOUSA,  for  meritorious 
service  in  connection  with  Military  Operations  as  a  telegrapher  during  the  period 
11  July  1944  to  4  September  1944. 

PURPLE  HEART 

Awarded  29  September  1944,  by  GO  3,  2nd  Mil.  Ry  Sv,  for  wounds  received 
as  a  result  of  enemy  action  in  the  Antwerp,  Belgium  area 

Awarded  1  January  1945,  by  GO  1,  2nd  Mil.  Ry  Sv, 
a  .result  of  enemy  action  in  the  Paris,  France  area. 

Awarded  25  January.  1945,  by  GO  2,  2nd  Mil.  Ry  Sv, 
a  result  of  enemy  action  in  the  Soisssons,  France  area. 

Awarded  25  January  1945,  by  GO  2,  2nd  Mil.  Ry  Sv,  for  wounds  received  as 
a  result  of  enemy  action  in  the  Paris,  France  area. 

MERITORIOUS  SERVICE  UNIT  PLAQUE  AWARD 

Awarded  under  provisions  of  Section  1,  Circular  345,  War  Department,  23  August 
1944,  as  amended.  Auth.  :  Section  1,  GO  1,  Hqs  Comzone  ETOUSA,  3  Ja- 
nuary 1945.  This  award  was 'made  for  superior  performance  of  duty  and  achieve- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  high  standard  of  discipline. 


for  wounds  received  as 
for  wounds  received  as 
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28  December  1943 


5  February  1944 
12  February  1944 
14  February  1944 

16  February  1944 
18  February  1944 

24  February  1944 

25  February  1944 

26  February  1944 

27  February '1944 
3  March  1944 

4.  March  1944 


6  March  1944 

13  March  1944 

14  March  T$44 
18  March  1944 

20  March  1944 

21  March  1944 

22  March  1944 

24  March  1944 

25  March  1944 

23  April  1945 

8  May  1944 
4  June  1944 

6  June  1944 

14  June  1944 

15  June  1944 

16  June  1944 

17  June  1944 

20  June  1944 
22  June  1944 


IMPORTANT  DATES 

(other  than  avec  mademoiselle) 

r^dnUpTertan^  Head^uarters  Company,  2nd  Military  Railway  Service,  activated  at  0001  CWT 
Camp  Plauche   Louisiana,-  per  paragraph  3,  General  Orders  No  102,  Headquarters  ASF  New 

sa&TM  a^a^L.'SBsfe:  1943' under  4he  command  °<  bRicAfe 

,  Unit  was  alerted  for  movement. 
Colonel  Burpee  departed  for  Washington. 

^''"V'l  31  °?iCefS'  2  Warrant  °,,icerS-  and  164  enlis«^  "»n.  departed  from 
Camp  Plauche.Ttew  Orleans,  Louisiana,  at  1000  hours  for  new  station. 

Arrived  Camp  Kilmer,  New  Jersey,  1030  hours. 

Colonel  Burpee  rejoined  the  headquarters. 

Alerted  for  overseas  movement. 

t6™??  Pa.rty'JC^in,9„(!l  16  officers  ano»4  enlisted  men.  departed  Camp  Kilmer,  New  Jersey 
at  0915,  arrived  NYPE  1130.  and  boarded  USAT  General  George  S  Simonds  at  1230 

8£ "rta^pf^L^l^: and  163  en,is,ed  men' depar,ed  Camp  Ki,m- 

A,  0835  hours  the  USAT  General  George  S.  Simonds  lifted  anchor  and  departed  New  York 

.^.Jl^i^DE5^  S'.Sim0ndS  °U'  °'  C°nVOy  aCCOUnt  mechanical 

cJHSm*0*?  m?V7  W3i  rej°in,ed  aftCr  ,emP°rar*  ^pairs.    At*  1200  hours  USAT  General 

?:::rJonT^l°;coi. out  o<  convoy  second  ,ime  and  made  ,or  » 

0B  L£ES        M9cAndreS5.^  ^  128  h"OT  *  ******* 

escort  Ge"eral  Ge°rge  S  Simond5  lif*ed  anchor  and  departed  Argentia,  1025  hours,  with  DE 
joined  second  convoy  at  0915. 

^n,riW%at,\Cked  C°DVOy  ~  1  'anl5eKr,  WaS  torP^oed.and  sunk.  All  personnel  at  boat 
of  submarine6         '  '"d.cated  Navy  escorts  rescued  crew  of  tanker  and  also  disposed 

^^G,e?™  Ge0r9?^-  Simo?i  dr°PP?d  anchor  in  <he  Firth  of  Clyde  at  1026.  Unit  de- 
,Va%7  7?  A0"'"  a'  Greenockrfcotland.  entrained  at  1815  -  31  officers,  2  warrant  officers, 
and  157  enlisted  men.  One  officer  and  ten  enlisted  men  remained  on  board  as  baggage  and 
organizational  equipment  detail.  y  u  . 

atrri^d0Lthat  r^'n  |ETX'  140°-    ^r^jnent  W9S  made  at  meetin9  of  unit 

bruary  1944  promoted  to  Brigadier  General,   effective  24  Fe- 

Ribbon  nCCd  llPSt        raid*    PerS°nnet  °f  the  com™nd  authorized  to  wear  the  EAME  Theater 

Headquarters  established  in  London,  England,  with  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Transportation. 
First  mail  from  home  received. 

?nnvasion'itary  Rai'Way  SerV'Ce  aSSigned  1o  Forward  Echelon,  Communications  Zone,  for  the 
Alerted  for  movement  to  the  Continent. 

1Cajune91944er  ^  *  ^  movement  ,0  Continent  anytime  after 

D-DAY. 

Winchester,  England.  Detachment  'A",  consisting  of  11  officers,  1  warrant  officer  and 
52  enlisted  men,  departed  by  truck  for  Chadwell  Heath,  there  entraining  for  Tidworth,  England 

ifeSSteSSS  Whamp,°n'  E"9land-    RrSt  G—  «*-  P'—  landed  in 
One  party  of  Advance  Detachment  departed  from  Southampton,  enroute  France. 

^%a9nTrat°UtarBlTch  ^''^  °^CerS  and  three  enhsted  men'  landed 

Detachment  "  B  "  including ,5 ►officers  and  61  enlisted  men,  departed  Little  Heath  Camp  at 
0730,  entram.ng  at  Chadwell  Heath  for  Bristol,  England,  arriving  at  1345. 
Detachment  "  B  "  departed  Bristol  0825,  arrived  Reading  1345. 
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24  June  1944 

27  June  1944 

28  June  1944 

29  June  1944 

1  July  1944 

2  July  1944 

3  July  1944 

4  July  1944 

5  July  1944 


7  July  1944 

8  July  1944 

9  July  1944 

11  July  1944 
25  July  1944 
29  July  1944 
13  August  1944 

25  August  1944 

27"  August  1944 
29  August  1944 
9  September  1944 

7  November  1944 
4  December  1944 

8  December  1944 

26  December  1944 

28  December  1944 
3  January  1945 

22  January  1945 

31  January  1945 

9  February  1945 

16  February  1945 


25  February  1945 

26  February  1945 

24  March  1945 
3  April  1945 

8  April  1945 

1  May  1945 
8  May  1945 


Detachment  "  C  "  departed  Little  Heath  Camp  by  truck  convoy  at  1245,  entrained  Waterloo 
Station,  London,  1533,  arrived  Stockbridge  1915,  proceeded  by  truck  convoy  to  Northwood 
Park,  Hampshire,  England,  3  miles  west  of  Winchester,  arriving  2005  hours. 

Remainder  of  Advance  Detachment  arrived  in  France  by  plane,  joining  first  group  at  St  Catz. 
First  2nd  MRS  casualty  when  Major  Boyd  W.  Stone  was  wounded  when  crossing  the  Vire  River 
Bridge  near  Carentan  under  fire.  Detachment  "  A  "  departed  Tidworth  at  1350,  arrived 
Southampton  at  "1 830. 

General  Burpee  departed  London  by  plane  and  joined  Advance  Detachment  in  France. 
Detachment  "  A  "  boarded  EMP  Broadsword  at  1530. 

Detachment  "  A  "  departed  England^  on  EMP  Broadsword  at  0500  hours,  arrived  Omaha  Beach, 
France,  1530  hours.  *^^mm 
Detachment  "B"  departed  Reading  0910,  arrived  Southampton  1145 
Detachment  "A"  joined  Advance  Detachment  in  Cherbourg 

Detachment  "  B  "  boarded  Canadian  Ship,  LCA  type,  HMCS  Prince  David  at  1130  hour's. 
Detachment  "B"  arrived  Omaha  Beach,  France.  1515,  after  being  delayed  on  a  landing  craft 
which  went  aground  on  a~  sunken  wreck.    Ueparted  by  truck  convoy,  joined  Advance  and 
A      Detachments  at  £herbouro  at  2350.    Detachment  "  C "   departed   Northwood  Park, 
Hampshire,  1000  hours,  arrived  Southampton  1120. 

Detachment  "C"  boarded  SS  Empire  Rapier  at  1725,  embarked  1933  and  anchored  in  the 
Solent  between  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  Southampton  at  2150. 

SS  Empire  Rapier  embarked  at  0445,  anchored  off  the  coast  of  France  at  1445 
Detachment  "  C  "  disembarked  Qmaha  Beach  at  1635. 

Detachment   "  C  "   joined   other   detachments   in  Cherboura 
^tlgrjbgura^  France^  ,  . 

First  military  train  operated  over  main  line  from  ffierhnyrg  to  ^a^ggtgn^ 

break-through. 
First  sea-train  unloaded  at  Cherboun 


Personnel  of 
Headquarters   established  at 


Headquarters  at  Cherbourg.  France,  closed  reopened  at  Valoqnes,  France 
blished  at  Rennes,  France  % 


2nd  MRS  called  upon  to  do  first  big  job  for  the  Armies 
31  were  delivered  and  on  time. 


Detachment  esta- 
deliver  30  trains  to  LeKlans  — 


Fall  of  Paris. 

General  Burpee  departed  Valoqnes  with  Advance  Party  of  the  Headquarters  for  Paris, 

Headquarters  established  at  Paris,  France. 

Advance  Echelon  established  at  Antwerp  Belgium. 

Advance  Echelon,  Antwerp,  closed,  reopened  at  Brussels.  Belgium. 

2nd  MRS  authorized  bronze  service  star  for  participation  in  Normandy  Campaign. 

Gare  St  Lazare,  £flfii&.  in  which  Headquarters,  2nd  MRS  was  located,  was  bombed  by  German 
planes  at  2245.    Two  enlisted  men  assigned  to  2nd  MRS  were  injured. 

First  anniversary  of  2nd  MRS  marks  a  period  of  accomplishment. 

General  Orders  1,  Communications  Zone,  European  Theater  of  Operations,  awarded  the 
Meritorious  Service  Unit  Plaque  to  2nd  MRS,  the  first  such  award  in  the  theater. 

First  "  Toot  Sweet  "  Express,  carrying  high  priority  freight,  completed  run  from  Cherbourg  to 
forward  railheads. 

2nd  MRS  authorized  bronze  service  star  for  participation  in  Northern  France  Campaign. 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  2nd  Military  Railway  Service,  organized  under  T/O 
and  E  55  -  302,  10  April  1943,  reorganized  under  T/O  and  E  55  -  302,  4  May  1944. 

Brigadier  General  Car!  R.  Gray,  Jr.,  assumed  command  as  Director  General,  Military  Railway 
Service  Communications  Zone,  ETOUSA,  which  included  the  commands  of  the  1st  MRS  in 
the  South  and  2nd  MRS  in  the  North. 

Headquarters,  Paris,  closed  as  of  2400  hours. 

Headquarters  established  at  Brussels,  Belgium  at  0001  hours,  in  building  located  at  48  Avenue 
Fonsny.    Rear  Echelon  established  at  Paris,  France. 

Advance  Echelon  established  at  Munchen-Gladbach. 

2nd  MRS  assumed  administrative  control  of  units  of  the  command,  in  addition  to  technical 
control  exercised  since  arrival  on  the  Continent. 

First  bridge  opened  across  the  Rhine  at  Wesel,  Germany,  and  2nd  MRS  operated  first  train 
into  Germany,  east  of  the  Rhine. 

Advance  Echelon  established  at  Brunswick,  Germany. 
V-E  DAY. 
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Alphabetical  list  of  home  addresses  of  all  O'S  and  EM 


ACKER,  Sidney  H.,  410  Milwood  Ave.,  Winchester,  Va. 
ADAMS;  Edward  J.,  1276  Charlton  St.,  W.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
AGNEW,  Howard  B.,  710  Pine  St.,  Hammond,  La. 
AHLF,  Herman  H.,  402,  Shernamen  Blvd.,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 
ALLEN,  Delbert  L,  679  Transit  Ave.,  High  Grove,  Calif. 
ALLEN,  Herbert,  V.,  608  West  24th  St.,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

AMARANTE,  Frank,  2572  Stillwell  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
ANDERSEN,  Arnold  G.,  511,  Lincoln  St.,  Palisades  Park, 
N.J. 

ANDERSON,  Clifford  V.,  827  S.  42nd  St.,  Omaha,  Nebr. 
ANDERSON,  Hubert  L,  17056  Bulgen,  Hazelcrest,  III. 
ARAGON,  Louie  E.,  120,  Lincoln  Highway,  Ballejo,  Calif.. 
AULGUR,  Albert  F.,  Tahlequah,  Okla. 
AYRES,  Weston  P.,  320  W.  Chestnut  St.,  Arkansas  City, 
Kansas. 

BABCOCK,  Bernard  R.,  145  Forest  Ave.,  Bangor,  Maine: 
BACA.,  Alex  J.,  762,  East  10th  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
BAER,  Laurence  H.,  220  W.  21st  St.,  N.Y.,  N.Y. 
BARLOW,  Adair  C,  988  S.  Williams,  Denver.,  Colo. 
BAUM,  John  P.,  103  Cedar  Blvd.,  Pittsburgh,  Penna. 
BAYLESS,  John  H.,  Murphy,  North  Carolina. 
BEAN,  James  E.,  1964  W.  Dallas,  Houston,  Tex. 
BEAN,  James  H.,  2404  Kentucky  Ave.,  Paducah.,  Kentucky*. 
BEAVER,  Edward  K,  8  Argyle  St.,  Harrisburg,  Penna. 
BEELER,  George  W.,  808  Chestnut  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
BIETRY,  Paul  J.,  9  Madison  Park  So:,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
BILTZ,  Fredrick  W.,  534  Centre,  Ashland,  Pa. 
BINGHAM,  Sidney  H.,  235  E.  22nd  St.,  N.Y.,  N.Y. 
BLACK,  Archibald,  28  Grove  St.,  Elizabeth,  N.J. 
BLACK,  Forest  L.,  RFD  1,  Summit  Station,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
BLINN,  Robert  C,  103  Hillcrest  Apts.,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 
BOBEK,  Kenneth  J.,  1923  S.  Austin  Blvd.,  Cicero,  III. 
BOLAS,  Ronald  H.,  1625  S.  Pearl,  Denver,  Colorado. 
BOYER,  Clarence  L,  213  Willow  Ave.,  Takoma  Park,  Md. 
BRETERNITZ,  Charles  E.,  404  W.  6th.  St.,  North  Platte, 
Nebr. 

BREVA,  Irving  P.,  1511  11th  Ave.  So.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
BRODSKY,  Sam,  3326  Cortland  St.,  Chicago,  Ml. 
BROWN,  Robert  L,  436  6th  Ave,,  N.,  Clinton,  Iowa. 
BRUDZYNSKI,  Edwin  T.,  5  Allen  St.,  Salem,  Mass. 
BRUNDRETT,  John  E.f  656  Kenneth  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
BUCKLEY,  Rodney  L,  530  Oxford  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
BUFORD,  Curtis  D.(  3212  Macomb  St.  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C. 

BURNHAM,  John  A.,  2704  East  Indiana  Ave.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

BURT,  Roscoe  G.,  Jr.,  535,  Pearl  River  Ave.,  McComb, 
Miss. 

BURPEE,  Clarence  L,  3010  Jolly  Road,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
BUTTS,  Joe  E.,  716  E.  Grant,  Park  Valley,  Okla. 
BYRNES,  Thomas  G.,  237  Central  Ave.,  Wood  River,  III. 
CAFFERTY,  James  L,  268  Essext,  St.,  Swampscott,  Mass. 
CARR,  Shirley  N.,  Paul  Revere  Drv.,  Wilton,  N.H. 
CARROLL,  Edward  D.,  1365  Loretta  Ave.,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

CHAVEZ,  Richard  B.,  Laramie,  Wyo. 
CHENEY,  Reg  M.,  371  Edna  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
CHISHOLM,  William  D.,  607  E.  Gambier  St.,  Mount  Ver- 
non, Ohio. 

CHRISTMAN,  Richard  A.,  2086  W.  91  st  St.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

CLAPP,  Daniel  A.,  84  S.  9th  St.,  Beech  Grove,  Ind. 
COBB,  Josiah  K.,  Jr.,  425  Florida  Ave.,  Portsmouth,  Va. 


COLFER,  John  T.,  223-33  103rd  Ave.,  Queens  Village, 
N.Y. 

COLLINS,  James  D.-G.,  1545  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
COLLINS,  Joseph  F.,  90  Taylor  Ave.,  Easthaven,  12  Conn. 
CONWAY,  James  W.,  1278  Cook  Ave.,  Lakewood,  Ohio. 
COOPER,  Alex  C,  Jr.,  941  Wood  St.,  Jackson,  Miss. 
COOPER,  Edward  L,  Jr.,  200  Harrison,  Newton,  Kansas. 
COYLE,  Howard  A.,  Westby,  Wis. 

CRAFT,  Robert  R.(  Jr.,  956,  Lawton  St.,  S.W.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
CRENSHAW,  Robert,  236  Carling  Ave.,  Macon,  Ga. 
CROSE,  George  J.,  5145  Lawton  Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
CROSS,  George  C,  Apt.  14,  Weinrebe  Apts,  Minot,  N.D. 
CUNNINGHAM,  William  R.,  635  Rerssel  Ave.,  Johnstown, 
Pa. 

CURL-EY,  Leo  C,  Grand  Island,  Nebr. 
CURTISS,  Jack.,  269  W.  72nd  St.,  New  York,  N.Y 
CUTTING,  Earl  L,  Warner,  N.  H. 
CUTTING,  Robert  B.,  Warner,  N.H. 
DECHAN,  Thomas  F.,  914  Jacques  Ave.,  Rahway,  N.J. 
DECKER,  Peter  V.(  116  South  40th  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 
DE  GUIRE,  Raiford  G.,  306  Diamond  St.,  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

DELEERY,  Joseph  F.,  3920  0V2,  Galveston,  Tex. 
DE  LONG,  Neal  T.,  1495  W.  7th  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
DERR,  William  H.,  450  Genesee.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
DEVERY,  James  C,  418  N.  46th  St.,  Seattle,  Wash. 
DE  VORE,  James  A.,  Cambria,  Iowa. 
DICKEY,  Grady  L,  307  W.  Duffy  St.,  Savannah,  Ga. 
DOMBROWSKI,   Joseph   F.(   15   Endicate   St.,  Danvers, 
Mass. 

DOSSETT,  Melvin  E.,  217  N.  Ky  Ave.;  Modrsonville,  Ky. 
DREW,  Freeman  P„  Route  1,  Prairie  Du  Sac,  Wis. 
DRURY,  John  D.(  45  Samaille  Ave.,  Bradford,  Mass. 
DUDEK,  Frank  E.,  413-  12th,  Toledo,  Ohio. 
DULLEA,  Eugene  D.,  424  College  Ave.,  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

DYKES,  William  A.,  Route  3,  Box  41,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 
EAGLETON,  Robert,  W.,  1313  £ast  Olive,  Decatur,  III. 
EDWARDS,  Norman  L,  Sherill's  Ford,  N.C 
ELEFANTE,  Arthur  J.,  103  Berkley  St.,  Valley  Stream,  LI., 
N.Y 

ELLIS,  Peter  J.,  70  Danforth  Ave.,  Jersey  City,  N.J. 
ELMES,  William  T.,  516  4th  St.,  -  Patterson  Hts.,  Beaver 
Falls,  Pa. 

ENGLISH,  Walter  N.,  720  S.  9th  St.,  Lafayette,  Ind. 
ERICKSON,  Fritz  E.(  138  First  Ave.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
ESKELIN,  Herbert  V.,  4604  Wornall  Rd.,  Kansas  City,  Mo 
EWIN,  Earl  R.,  5808  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  III. 
FALSON,  George,  2819  23rd  Ave..  Astoria  LI,  N.Y. 
FEHLBER  Robert  L,  6410  Sutherland,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
FISHER,  James  A.,  92  Gordon  Ave.,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 
FLOHR,  William  N.,  114-57-  199th  St.,  St.  Albans,  N.Y. 
FORD,  Gerald  H.,  265  Wyoming  Ave.,  Enola,  Pa. 
FORET,  Harris  J.,  113  Leona  St.,  Houma,  La. 
FRENCH,  Paul  R.,  425  S.  3rd  St.,  Boonville,  Ind. 
FRIEDMAN,  Harry,  1237  So.  Kildare  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 
FURR,  Clegg  M.(  Oakboro,  N.  Carolina. 
GALLION,  William  F.,  221   N.   Monastery  Ave.,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

GANG,  Walter  A.,  1402  W.  Market,  Bloomington,  III. 
GARIC,  Edgar  P.,  1915  S.  Gayosa  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
GARRET,  Edgar  J.,  701  Moultrie  Ave.,  Mattoon,  III. 
GASS,  Philip,  814  Blue  Hill  Ave.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
GATTO,  Antonio  T.,  230  E.  115th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
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GcORGE,  Leon  V.,  Route  1,  Erie,  Kansas. 
GILBERT,  Clarence  R.,  708  N.  Rankin  St.,  Natchez,  Miss. 
GRAVATT,  Newton  D.,  7557,  York  Drive,  Clayton,  Mo. 
GRAVITZ,  Irving,  1601  -65th  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
GRAVES,  Gerald  E.,  529  N.  35th  St.,  E.  St.  Louis,  III. 
GREENE,   Raymond   H.,   208   Prospect   St.,  Willimantic, 
Conn. 

GREGG,  John  R.,  Route  3,  Florence,  S.C. 

GREINER,  William  W.,  Orange  Va. 

GREITZER,  Julius,  185  Sheridan  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

GUIDO,  Nunzio  A.,  1015  S.  Mill  St.,  New  Castle,  Penna. 

GUSTAVSON,  Robert  W.,  1358  W.  11th  St.,  Erie,  Penna. 

GUTTILLA,   Salvatore   V.,   36-640- 101st    St.,  Corona 

Queens,  N.Y. 
HAND,  Charles  L,  RR  2,  Argos,  Indian^. 
HAGELIN,  James  W.,  45  E.  Main  St.,  Proctor,  Minn. 
HALPER,  Carl  F.,  326,  Sherman  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 
HANNA,  Edward  G.,  Laurel,  Miss. 

HANSON,  Stanley  E.,  1476  Sheldon  Ave.>  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
HARGRAVE,  Everett  W.,  3805  Keokirk,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
HARMON,  Omrie,  RR  3,  N.  26th  St.,  New  Castle,  Ind. 
HARMON,  William  H.(  Needles,  Calif. 
HARO,  Albert  B.,  5913  W.  34th  St.,  St.  Louis  Park,  Minn. 
HARTLAUB,  James  L.,  714  Rosemont,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
HARTZLER,  Albert  D.,  2898  Temple  Ave.,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

HAUSER,  Kenneth  D.,  203  Multnoman  Hotel,  Portland, 
Oregon. 

HAYES,  Jan  F.,  83  Beachmont  Ave.,  Edgewood,  Rl. 
HENDERSON,  Emory  L,  2102  Grand  Ave.,  New  Castle, 
Ind. 

HENDERSON,  Hal  R.,  Route  7,  Winston  Salem,  N.C 
HENDRICKS,  Frederick  O.,  Jr.,  141  Perry  St.,  Trenton,  N.J. 
HILLIARD,  McElree  B.,  Macon,  N.C. 
HITE,  Charles  A.,  712  Short  St.,  N.  Braddock,  Penna. 
HITT,  Ansel  E.,  Hephzibah,  Ga. 

HOAR.  William  H,  3411  Farragut  Ave.,  Keniston,  Md. 
HOFFER,  Arthur  F.,'  41  Lake  St.,  Saranac  Lake,  N.Y. 
HORSMAN,  Robert  F.,  71  Highland  St.,  Brockton,  Mass. 
HORTON,  Charles  J.,  P.O.  Box  123,  Exeter,  Nebr. 
HOWARD,  Joseph  C,  504  Ave.  "C"  NW,  Childress, 
Texas. 

JACKMAN,  Smith  D.,  Rt.  2,  Shoals,  Ind. 
JACKSON,  Carl  E.,  35th  St.,  New  Canton,  Ohio.  * 
JAUREZ,  Antonio  R.,  Box  516,  Williams,  Ariz. 
JENSEN,  Ralph  O.,  1009  S.  4th  Ave.,  Maywood,  III. 
JOFFRAY,  Daniel  E.,  249  N.  Broadway,  Madisonville,  Ky. 
JOHNSON,  Clarence  M.,  1215  State  St.,  Vincennes,  Ind. 
JOHNSON,  Laurence  V.,  2454  Beverly  Rd.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
JONES,  Albert  C,  223  High  St.,  Mt.  Holley,  N.J. 
JONES,  John  N.,  Red  Oak,  Iowa. 
JONES,  William  H,  Hack  Neck,  Va. 
JORDAN,  Earl  B.,  Rt.  1,  Box  463,  Richmond,  Va. 
JORDAN,  Enoch  S.,  Cape  May  Courthouse,  New  Jersey, 
NJ. 

JUDD,  Daniel  J.,  Oakley,  Idaho. 

JUDSON,  Basil  P.,  2331  N.  65th  Ave.,  Omaha,  Nebr. 
KAMMERER,  Joseph  A.,  1007  Winslow  Ave.,  West  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

KAUTZMANN,  Emil  E.,  206  2nd  St.,  Mandan,  N.D. 
KELLY,  Frank  J.,  523  Clinton  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
KELLY,  Robert  W.,  514  W.  River  St.,  Otsego,  Mich. 
KEMP,  Arnold  S.(  111  Cochran  PI.,  Valley  Stream,  N.Y. 
KENNEDY,  Robert  L.(  316  Hancock  St.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
KESSLER,  Andrew  P.,  708  Apelousas  St.,  Algiers,  La. 
KILIAN,  Rudolph  C.-F.,  308  Main  Ave.,  Frankfort,  Ind., 
KING,  Fay  L.,  Sabula,  Iowa. 
KOVATCH,  James,  Wenona,  III. 

KRANZ,  Max  M.,  900  E.  Armor  Blvd.,  Kansas,  City,  Mo. 
LA  FRANCE,  James  R.,  Box  1150,  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 


LAKE,  Willis  S.,  Parkwood  Manor  Apt.,  State  Rd.,  Pamath 

Ave.,  Upper  Darby,  Pa. 
LAWRENCE,  Otto  B.,  618  N.W.  28th  St.,  Oklahoma  City, 

Okla. 

LEASE,  Cecil  J.,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
LEHRKE,  Roger  A.,  Kandiyohi,  Minn. 
LEWIS,  Herman  E.,  Adams,  Ind. 

LEWIS,  Hubert  S.,  502  3rd  St.  N.E.,  Madison,  S.  Dakota. 
LEWIS,  James  W.,  1678  Irving  St.,  NW.,  Washington, 
D.C. 

LICK,  Joseph  F.,  1005  Park  St.,'  Rolla,  Mo. 
LOGSDON,  Victor  Jr.,  312  E.  State  St.,  Marshaltown,  Iowa 
LOVOY,  Manuel  P.,  2522  Ave.  F,  Ensley,  Ala. 
LUCKEY,  Mark  A.,  Sterling,  Colorado. 
LUKE,  Ellwood  B.,  120  Canyon  Road,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
MACHOLZ,  Kenneth  W.,  731  N.  Hampton  St.,  Buffalo, 
N.Y. 

MADER,  Edward  L,  622  Chester,  Topeka,  Kansas. 
MAHER,  Philip  J.,  15  Park  Drive,  Warrington,  Fla. 
MANGEL,  Albert  L,  1319  N.  Cheyenne,  Tulsa,  Okla. 
MARTIN,  Malcolm  W.(  5055  Waterman  Ave.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

MARTING.  Wilbert  D.,  Route  1,  Seward,  Nebr. 
MATHES,  Ellis  L,  1607  Broadway  1,  Boise,  Idaho. 
MATTAS,  James  J.,  Jr.,  1017  W.  Cullenton,  Chicago,  III. 
McCLURE,  Wesley  D.,  939,  Norway  Ave.,  Huntington,  W. 
Va. 

^McCUNE,  William  K,  1331  California  Ave.,  McKeesport, 
Penna. 

McDANIEL,  Fred  W.,  1534  Belleforte,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
McGEE,  Robert  D.,  1310  Jackson  St.,  Amarillo  Texas. 
McLENDON,  William  H.,  125  Sycamore  St.,  Cedartown, 
Ga. 

McNALLY,  James  F.,  3001  Henry  Hudson  Parkway,  New 
York,  N.Y. 

McVEY,  George  W.,  Jr.,  Box  7,  Summit,  Ark. 
MEADE,  Melvin  I.,  615  W.  White  St.,  Champaign,  III. 
MEUTER,  Fred  W.,  313A  Pulaski  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
MEVIS,  David  R.,  Cardiff-by-the-sea,  Calif. 
MIGLIARA,  Philip  J.,  64,  Franklin'  St.,  Belleville,  N.J. 
MINNICK,  Allen  A.,  4915  N.  Cornac  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 
MINON,  John  E.,  103  Bellevue  N.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
MINTER,  Chester  L,  Box  1047,  Crystal  River,  Fla. 
MONSEES,  William  A.,  Route   I,  Smithton,  Mo. 
MORAITIS,  John  W.,  1513  N.  Fairfield,  Chicago,  III. 
MORGAN,  Harold  P.,  1015  Main  St.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  W.  Va. 
MORGAN,  Ralph  N.,  5907  Homes  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
MORGENFELD,  George  G.,  364  Main,  Ebenezer,  N.Y. 
MORRIS,  Harold  F.(  128  State  St.,  No.  Vernon,  Ind. 
MOSS,  Lewis  W.(  1317M  La  Fayette  Ave.,  Mattoon,  III. 
MULICK,  George  J.,  606  S.  32  Ave.,  Omaha,  Neb. 
MURRAY,  John  H.,  614  E.  3rd  St.,  Hastings,  Minn. 
MYERS,  John  C,  121  Columbia  Ave,  Metuchen,  N.J. 
MYERS,  Joseph,  Helper,  Utah. 

NEVITTE,  Joseph  J.,  420  Cherry  St.,  Altoona,  Penna. 
NICHOLAS,  Robert  L,  702  S.  Main,  Monticello,  Ind: 
NILSON,  Horace  S.,  Wayzapa,  Minn. 
NILSEN,  Nils  G.,  789  Stelton  St.,  Teaneck,  NJ. 
NUSSRALLAH,  Taft,  1534  S.  27th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 
OAKES,  Frederick  E.,  1012  12th  St.,  Altoona,  Pa. 
OAKES,  Paul  E.,  37  N.  27th  St.,  Lafayette,  Ind. 
OLIPHANT,  Fred  L,  706  Fulton  Drive,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
OLSON,  Lee  E.,  R.R.  4,  Sabetha,  Kansas. 
O'NEILL  James  P.,  86  Wadsworth  Ave.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
OSBORN,  Orvis  H.,  3301    University  Ave.,   Ft.  Worth, 
Texas. 

PAGE,  Clarence  E.,  1484  Skyline  Drive,  N.,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 

PARAMORE,  Carl  T.,  Box  185,  Silsbee,  Tex. 
PEARCE,  Francis  A.,  2612  N.  Fairhill  St.,  Phila,  Pa. 
PENA,  John  $.,  Box  222,  Las  Cruses,  N.Y. 


-  144  - 


PEPPER,  Ira  M.(  657  Madison  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 
PHILLIPS,  Edmund  J.,  694  Forest  Ave.,  Glen.Ellyn,  III. 
PHILLIPS,  Charles  E.,  B  &  O  Central  Office,  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

PHILLIPS,  Leonard  G.,  1100.  New  St.  Francis  St.,  Mobile, 
Ala. 

PLACE,  Max  E.,  42  River,  Dever-Foxcroft,  Maine. 
PRESTON,  John  F.,  74  Princeton  Rd.,  Arlington,  Mass. 
PRINZI,  Biagio  J.,  2340  24th  St.,  Astoria,  LI  N.Y. 
PROBERT,  John  L,  560  Forest  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
OUALLS,  Everette  H.,  315  N.  George  Mason  Dr.,  Arling- 
ton, Va. 

RADUAZZO,  Frank,  61  Tapley  Ave.,  Revere,  Mass. 
RAKO,  John  R.,  711 -21st  Ave.,  No.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
REAGAN,  Francis  P.,  3135  W.  98th  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
REAGLE,  Charles  M.,  New  Castle,  Pa. 
RECCA,  Vincent  C,  236  Schaeffer  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
REID,  John  A.,  90-31  Whitney  Ave.,  Elmhurst,  N.Y. 
REINGROVER,  Edward,  Rt.  7,  Butler,  Pa. 
RICHARDSON,  Weldon,  T.,  1717  Maplewood  Ave.,  Cor- 
sicana,  Tex.  ^ 
RICHMOND,  Joseph  M.(  36  Colborne  Rd.,  Brighton,  Mass. 
RjNKEJR,  Lee  T.,  103,  Vernon  PL,  Pueblo,  Colo. 
RINKER,  Morris  F.,  Willard,  Ohio. 
ROBERTS,  George  F.,  Route  1,  Woodstock,  Ga. 
ROBINSON,  Robert  R.(  20  Grant  St.,  Dennison,  Ohio. 
ROMAN,  Francis  J.,  915  Church  St.,  Wilmington,  Del. 
ROYCE,  Guy  M.,  9  Berry  Hill  Rd.,  Oyster  Bay,  N.Y. 
RUGINSKI  Carl  W.(  440  Farm  wait  St.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
RUSTIGIAN,  Aram  H.,  35  Mason  St.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
SALTZMAN,  Bernard,  349- 12th  Ave.,  PatersSn,  NJ. 
SANDERS,  George  A.,  1035  Highland  St.,  Houston,  Texas. 
SANZONE,  Charles,  18,  Prince  St.,  Middletown,  N.Y. 
SATINE,  Lawrence  F.,  563  St.  Pauls  PI.,  Bronx,  N.Y. 
SAUNDERS,  George  D.,  410  Vine  St.,  Alton,  III. 
SCHAEFER,  Edwin        400  Colonial  Drive,  Wilmington, 

SCHMIDT^ mT x  W . ,  924  N.  6th  St.,  Reading,  Pa. 
SCHNIEBER,  Lawrence  O.,  3240-0  St.,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 
SCHOENBERG,  Joseph  S.,  6317  N.  Kenmore  Ave.,  Chi- 
cago, III. 

SCHROEDER,  Edward  L,  1219  Macon  Ave.,  Swissvale, 
Penna. 

SCHULTZ,  Edward  A.,  254  Kriow  Ave.,  Grantwood,  NJ. 
■SCHULZE,   William   A.,   41    So.   Central   Ave.,  Valley 
Stream,  N.Y. 

SCLATER,  Earl  J.,  817  W.  Broadway,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
SEADERS,  Lewis  L,  440  Leighton  St.,  Kenton,  Ohio. 
SELLECK,  Charles  P.,  515  Oak  Ave.,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 
SHAPPELL,  Merle  M.,  609  So.  35th  St.,  Omaha,  Nebr. 
SHEFFIELD,  Robert  W.,  1314  E.  49th  St.,  Savannah,  Ga. 
SHIBLEY,  Alfred  M„  Demeter  Dr.,  Freeport,  III. 
SHOEMAKER,  James  H,  Route  1,  Charleston,  Tenn. 
SHORT,  Vernon  F.(  1609  No.  Henry  St.,  Bay  City,  Michi- 
gan. 

SHOVER,  Harvey  F.,  215  Naple  Ave.,  Maryanville,  Penna. 
SIEMER,  Charles  E.,  104  Latimer  St.,  East  Hartford,  Conn. 
SILVIUS,  Alan  E.,  46  Alpine  Terrace,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
SIMONE,  William  R.,  536M  Fleming,  Key  West,  Fla. 
SIOK,  Joseph  P.,  Box  910,  Pine  St.,  Housatonic,  Mass. 
SLADE,  George  N.,  Route  9,  St;  Paul,  Minn. 
SMILEY,  Charles  H.,  212  Chestnut  St.,  Harrisburg,  Penna. 


SPANGLER,  Charle's  B.,  4363  Mayerest  Ave.,  Los  Angeles. 
Calif. 

STAIRS,  Lester  E.,  RFD  1,  Box  1690,  Latrobe,  Penna. 
STARK,  Albert  C,  421  Ashland  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
STARNOWSKY,  Roy,'  A.,  Wiconisco,  Pa. 
STEPHENSON,  Raymond  L,  Box  125,  Newton,  Ohio. 
STERUD,  William  C.C.,  2231 -8th  Ave.,  Rockford,  III. 
STETLER,  William  W.(  Syracuse,  Ind. 
STICE,  Earl  K.,  69  E.  Main  St.,  Lehi,  Utah. 
STILL,  John,  94-19  35th  Ave.,  Jackson  Hts.,  Queens, 
N.Y. 

SULLIVAN,  Burnett  L,  7711  S.  Carpenter,  Chicago,  III. 
SUSLA,  Michael,  181  Lafayette  St.,  Torrington,  Conn. 
SUTTON,  George  L,  London,  Ky. 
STONE,  Boyd  W.,  5803  Ashland  Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
TALBERT,  Garland  J.,  278  Carrol  St.,  'Akron,  Ohio. 
TARBY,  Peter  R.,  1467  Taylor  Ave.,  New  York  City,  N.Y. 
TENNEY,  Howard  A.,M748  Richmond  Rd.,  Houston,  Texas. 
TE  VOGT,  Anthony  T.,  612W.  2nd  St.,  Northfield,  Minn. 
TOMICH,  Martin  M.,  150-37  84th  Ave.,  Jamaica,  N.Y. 
TRAYES,  Kenneth  A.,  140  Atlantic  Ave.,  Lakwood,  R.I. 
TRONSEN,  Asborne  P.,  206  N.  Washington  St.,  Spokane, 
Wash. 

TUCKEY,  Roy  E.,  251  Seneca  St.,  Harrisburg,  Penna. 
TURNER,  George  C,  4409  Oakmont  St.,  Phila,  Pa. 
TUTEN;  Robert  E.,  Jr.,  Route  2,  Alamo,  Ga. 
VAN  DEUSEN,  John  E.,  Jr.,  803  N.  Tenth  St.,  Boise,  Idaho 
VAUGHN,  John  C,  Rt.  3,  Box  37,  Pensacola,  Fla. 
VILHAUER,  Harvey  L,  Heil,  No,  Dakota. 
VERLINGER,  Sam  S.,  13  White  St.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
WARREN,  Charles  T.,  228  N.  Bewtston,  Clayton,  Mo. 
WEBBER,, Frank  W.(  Lubbock,  Texas. 
WEINER,  Jacob,  2071  E.  24th  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
WEISE,  Theodore.  L,  220  Maujer  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
WEISGERBER,  Carl  W.,186  Hanford  St.,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
WELLS,  Lawrence  C,  2205  E.  70th  PI.,  Chicago,  111. 
WENSTRUP,  Gerhard  B.,  116  E.  36  th  St.,  Covington,  Ky. 
WHEELER,  Joe  L,  319  S.  Jackson,  Lima,  Ohio. 
WILLIAMS,  Alex  N.,  57  Pine  Ridge  Rd.,  Greenbelt,  Md. 
WILLIAMSON,  Dix,  240  Florida  Ave.,  Portsmouth,  Va. 
WILSON,  Donald  E.,  309  N.  Washington  St.,  Spencer, 
Ind. 

YARBERRY,  George  E.,.  840  Belmont  Ave.,  Pueblo,  Colo. 
YATES,  Marlin  R.,  New  Salem,  N.D. 
YOUNG,  Augustus  935  E.  179th.  St.,  New  York,  N.Y. 
ZACHARIASEN,  Victor  D.,  131  Oakwood  Drive,  Packa- 

nack  Lake,  N.J. 
ZIEGLER,  Norman  L,  318  Ross  Ave.,  New  Darp,  LI,  N.Y. 

WACS 

CANNADY,  Eleanor,  Danville,  III. 

COUGHLIN,  Marie,  14  Edgehill  Rd.,  Winthrop  52,  Mass. 
DAIGLE,  Ellen,  Normandie  Apts.  Wishan  Ave.,  Fresno, 
Calif. 

DAVIS,  Rose  M.,  118  Santa  Ana  Ave.,  Modesto,  Calif. 
DENISON,  Lillian,  2219  Truxillo  Ave.,  Houston,  Texas. 
GILSON,  Madeline  B.,  564  N.  San  Marine  Ave.,  San  . 

Grabriel,  Calif. 
JENSEN,  Claire,  611  S.  Harvey  Ave.,  Oak  Park,  IN. 
MERCHANT,  Delia,  4515  Moreland,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
MOORMAN,  Jewell,  201  E.  35th  St.,  Austin  21,  Texas. 
PARKER,  Zora,  56  East  Ave.,  Mjddletown,  N.Y. 
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NOTES    AND  AUTOGRAPHS 


-  147  - 


-  148  - 


-  149  - 


-  150  - 


-  151  - 


-  152  - 


-  153  - 


-  154  - 


■ 


f 


-  156 


I 


-  157  - 


To  those  who  sweated  out  this  book  

Capt.  NT.  De  Long  and  Tec  5  L.C.  Wells  in 
Railway  Headquarters 

Capt.  E.J.  Phillips,  Tec  3  E.L.  Schroeder  and 
Tec  5  B.  Saltzman  in  Transportation  ; 

Capt.  H.V.  Allen  and  S/Sgt  D.  Williamson 
in  Equipment 

Lt.  F.P.  Drew  and  T/Sgt  E.H.  Beaver  in 
Engineering  ! 

CWO  PJ.  Maher  and  S/Sgt  M.E.  Place  in 
Stores  ; 

Lt.  M.W.  Schmidt  and  Pvt.  LB.  Gravitz  in 
Security  ; 

Lt.  R.N.  Morgan  and  Pfc"  M.A.  Luckey  in 
Headquarters  Company  

and  as  well  to  the  many,  many  others  whose 
contributions  made  this  possible, 

THANKS. 
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IMPRIME  EN  BELGIQUE, 
sur  les  presses  d'Heliogravure  de  C.  Van  Cortenbergh, 
12,  rue  de  I'Empereur,  Bruxelles. 


